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URI RR IR Ve a Mt 4's OI 
Same General Heads of the Cauſes mby the 
LORD contends withithe Land, agreed upon ( after 
NERALL ASSEMBLY 16F0 with the avi 
ſe Miniſters from ſeurral{parts of the King in, m 
= 
ſens they could attain light therers, which they 
and adviſe to be made uf of by all che LORDS: 4 
ſhall make further diſcoveries hereafter of the guilti- 
neſſe of whey pbpeoforog more fully and par- 
t. Article. 
ofthe Inhabitants of the Land , which is ſuch, 
that neither Law nor Goſpel, nor the moſt 
| derſtood or known by many thouſands. 

2. Article. Horrible looſneſſe and prophaniry of Converſs. 
ſecond table , which hath ſo abounded and encreaſed , that ſcarce 
hath any ofthe Nations exceeded us therein. 
offerdd in the Goſpel (which we look on as thechief and mother 
tn honed, and the not valuing and im —_ 


—_— _—_ — IE CALI IAA AL T4 A 
ſeeking of the LO R D)by ra 
at Edinburgh, Oftober 1651. LO or 4 
ple in the Land, leaving place to adde, as the Lord 
ticularly to enlarge this Paper. 

S of his Wordand Works , that is in4 great part 

I; J . common and neceſſary points of truth are un- 

tion in all ſorts, againſt the Commandments, both ofthe firſt and 

. Article. The deſpifing and {lighting of Jxsus Cunrsr 
Ordinances of Cn n13T, unto 

ar] wap ours ate Icy tf C117 und power 


whip contrary 
onſtitutions ofthis Kirk, and that many 


4 Art. Not only Geeneth elgeding ſenate much ſſigh- 
ted, great men being unwilling and tocall on the name ot the 
L o « Þ iatheir Farily (which guilt is exceedingly heightned by the 
ee eidoves ea $2 

, engaging to the contrary int 1648.) 
ws, dmaay ir ge x.) Hr 1089 Bur alſo the loathing and ho” 
ting of the power and life of Religion and godlineſle, and bearing 
down ſuch as make conſcience thereof, or aime at any perſeQtion 
hag which anc yitarde $a >7 the are eve- 
ry-where reproached, reviled, through 
out the Land by ſundry ofall ranks: yea, by ſundry Magi and 

encouraged 


Miniſters; and the ungodly and countenanced, 
and imployed. 


$5. eArticle. The baſe love of the world, and Covetouſneſle, 
which hath made not onely the Body of the People , but many Mi- 
niſters, more to minde their own things, then the things of ] s 5 v $ 
Cur1sT; and many Maſters, Rulers, Magiſtrates, Officers 
and Souldicrs in Armies , ingly to abuſe their power, unto 
the exerciſing of intollerable 100 of all kindez on the poor, 
w the grinding of their faces, and making their lives _ 


rruſt more inthearmof ſh, then inthe Arm of the Lord. . 
9. Article. Backſlyding and deſeRion” fon the Covetgne, 


have iſſued” many lad conſequences, Dec 


ſtumbling of many godly in the Land ta 
in Pr POR | 


LF napy, Þ io the Land under 
the Rent 1 Tang po oy Prof notente 
rendernels, Cd life and ſobcrneſs of minde, which asit 
Caufes of the Loaps wrath, and 
Xi0us co ſnares on both bands, fo may it 
(if, ig be not evtdber 7 and amended) draw on more wrath, 


a WſE® ro th APO 1 cone and en cn.he, Work 


SE of God 


3. Step. The Tecret an Gino ome, and open falling away 


of many unto the « catering an Covenant, 
cſpecially that Sk. on £155 A any on by James Graham & his party, 


and that was rherward carried on te Authors and Abet- 
uſher open 6p: oy 


M7 be aqtng.chiy _ - yn 


Fandiow ud dilaff. Qed NEEDS 
ora iongriy's | tothe Cauſe, aud of a blame» 

5 and' «Coin over notwithſtanding of the fokma 
ublick Con of theſe fins, PISS. 
ing of Commillonen 1 Sol oTnge 

witthe ky ger him with the Government, upog 


rg exidences. of hia difaiſeing gd gneviey to the 
work and people of Gad, and was contmuing in the lame: And 
the admitting ofhimto the full exerciſe of his power, and Crown- 
ing him , notwithſtanding of nc of his adhering to his 
former principles and woy , —— 


many EY" 
6. Step, 


1 


w Dir 


6. a The Reje&ing of Dilcoveties wy 
of the Lords with us, andofour 


DO rTe 


lefting "endings preventung 
effuſion tide and binereb of 
OE ZONE Ss 


7. Step. ———C——————— 
inthe Malynane party, Geſtro the Aomy . and then to the Judica 


ED LOS | - 


is not Only 1Þ Ib 50o 1, by r the int 
God to tt reſt c phe Bey GT” Tt 
bei extrelidlibihe cnomice tharecl 
8, Step. The joyning engaged in the Covenant and 
Cuue of God, = Arm wide Foc Kino after that 
Publick Reſolutions Wasa 
by wm. mr 


nants into the Army , who had the ſway 
hap in $%y ut: 


co 


plane 


ng aches were whful and in the Cauſe, and | 
it up, for the moſt part, of thoſe who had been alive and int 
metal in carrying on a courſe of DeſeQon , or were _ ey 
thereto; w it came to paſsthat that Meeting 

approve the it ſelf, Log 4 
for againſt them , bur alſo laid a foundation for cenſu- 
ring all ſuch Miniſters, and for all ſuch out ofthe 

who did not approve of their and Atts, and didiſſue 


Warnings and Declarations ans mn and con- 
wradicting 


(8) 
ST te nemntont 'f ' 
Article, Deep ſecurity , impenizency, obſtinacy and incor- 
rigiblench june gry bras war all the dreadful of 
God, and rakemsofhisindignation againſt us, | begauſe of the ſame, 
fa thit whilah, be commuscoſmite,, apare ſo tarirom bumbling - 
=: | 


+ x0 07 peat 
more. 1: | % 


+.C 


Having at oar [a ti Puttnded and 
prom{ed to.enlar, f tearing hen "bal 


Generall Heads the LORDS 

the Land, then ——_— L Rel ws 
profecute and pe the as we conreivoe 
1s needfull, Wd may be we to # ers, Pe'h the better 


underſtanding thereof. 


T were ( to any thing tothe 
" — ho 
| Wnny choaſandsih theLand; "rhe thith of 


an bene by ll the felt en gol 


3 _- et hind, atid thats many 
x come td ape,are ignorant 
ciples of Olwiltian Religion re thonanr 
eee 7 rp looked on PEIIPINS yet itis holdewforth 
Ano -3 weary oe Epbeſ. 
that is in them; havin EOS, alienated 


the bi od, that is in this , 

ark Tk Hs beart ; of of Alek cirdifodecience, i 

in their huſts, «. Per. —_— dns hikers 
eve 

a Lngarti quers_Srnnd wrredry er er men 

of Chriſts appearance, wy—d wort 4.'$; dr LLCRAD MED 


TE ec Gu ao 
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(to) 
taking vengeance —_ who = not By a npate> 
of our , The of-chis fans muc 

1; KEE cumlta, > agg Os LY undef the light af 
the Goſpe] i" 89d\ the means of knowledge. 2. Int long 
vnrinuing therein , mary have lived"under ir forfo many years 
together, even till their old age. 3. From the groſſnelle ofic, being 
ſuch in many, as they know almo{tnoching of the very Letter of 
the. Stzriptures,,. Either df thaic fin an& milery, or-gf the mexcy aid 
remedy that is holden forth through Jeſus Chriſt, or of the dutie 
which they owe ro God and their Neighboun; neching almoſteiher 
of Law or Goſpel, of the Covenant of Grace., or ofthe Cove. 
nant of Wocks , of Commandments , Threatnings or Promiſes, cx- 
cegt in ſuch-a generatl and confuſed way as is altogether uſcleſle 
unto them, and fruitleſs in them. 4- In regard gfthe multitudes of 
theſe wholye under it, whith is very great ia Mrhe corners of the 

Land , eſpecially inthe — 5. In regard of the quality of 
petſons who are not onely ſeryantsand Commons , bur Maſters of 
Families , and perſons of ſome norte in Burghs andin the Countrey; 


yea, not afew who have the place of Magiltrategand biders. 


Article doth alſo mention ignorance of the Wot ks by 
is meant not only: the Works of Creation whetbln the Erernall 
Power and Godhead are cleatly.ſcen, Rome. ri 0, inveifible 


things of bins from the Greatrow of the World , are clearly ſpew , being 
ed cs by- the thing that are made , — T3 
aud Godbrad ;, but allo the ignorance of the Works of Provi- 
dence, which are great and marvellous , 'Rev. 15. 3. And they fig 
the ſong of «Moſes the ſervant of God, ood dyforgetobe Lam, 
Jaymg's Great and marvellous are thy works: botd: Alznghty , 
juft Ops HE ATye thou K ing of Saints, Andalbcit theſe 
be ſought out of all theſe that take pleaſure rhereio, Pfal. 111.2. 
and the right underſtanding and vation of them, hath a large 
promiſe. made thereunto,, . P/al. 107.43. Woe © wnſe and will 6b- 
ſerve theſe things , eves they ſball underfiand the loving kindnes of 
the 'Lord,. Yer doth the i thereofexccedingly abound a- 
mongſi amay, , eſpecially the ignorance and not obſerving, but for- 
getting the works of mercyand judgment, which- G Q D,. bath 
wrought among our ſelves; which (iu as it proved an [o-lettos 
man y;other provecations , from the 7 verſe of that Plalm through- 

cut ,. 


T 


hath it threatnings pronounced it, and fore 
inflided on it , . Pſa. 28. 5. Becanſe they regard mot the 

works of the Lord, nor the operation of bis hands , be ſhal deftroy 

then, and not build chemmp. Ia, 5.11, 12. Wajatbem that ri 


out, fo 


early in'the morning , that 4bry may ay che os Io 4 


wee till night , till wine inflame them , and the wine and the pige , the 
val, wget and the. harp are in their frefts, but they regard 
wer the work, of the Lord, nor_confider the operation of bis band. 
Pal. 106. 3413-2 1, 22, Our father: underſtood wor thy wonder! in E- 

pt, they remembred not the multitude of thy mercies, but prove- 
4s bins at the ſea, they ſorn forget his works, they waited not for 
lus comnſell,' Thy forgat Goal their Saviour, .who bad dove great 
things in Egypt  wondrexs works. in the land of Iam, andterrible 
things by the redſea. - In. this Article alſo, Atheiline in joyned with 
Ignorance, which a .it is the 'root and fountain of all other 
lin, Pſal. 14 1. The footbathſaid mm bu beart there 15 no God, they are 
corrupt , they bavg done abominable works , there 11 none that doth 
good. $0 it is alſothe root and fountain of all miſery , Epb. 2. 12. 
et that tome je were without Chriſt, beng firangers fromthe Com- 
monwealth of iſrael » and frangers from the Covenant of promiſe, 
baving nohope, and being witbeur God inthe world. And yet this 
doth polleſle many, there being multitudes of that wicked fort , 
Pal. 10.4- Who threugh the pride of their beart , will not ſeek, God, 
God is not in all their thoughts. . Theſe are far from acknowledging 
him inall their waycs , and aiming at his glory in all their ations, 
according to theſe divinerules, Proverb. z. 6. In all thy ways ac+ 
kpewledge hins , and be ſhall derett thy paths. 1 Cor. 10. 31. Waether 


therefore je cat or ye drink,, or what ſoever je do, inwordor aced, do 


all in the name of the Lord Feſas (brift , grung thanks to the Father 


through him, But they do. live as it there were no God, oras if | 


he had forſaken thegarth , anddid nor ſee, Ezek. g.g. Ton ſaidbe 
wato me, The ungaity of the houſe of ][iacl and Fadaiiexceed 

great, and the Landis fullof blood, and the City full erſacſſe, 
far they ſay, The Lord hath forſaken the earto, andthe Lord ſeeth 
et; Or as if the Lord would not dogoodor evill, like theſe who 
are threatned, Zeph.1.12. 1 will ſearch Jernſalem aith candles , 


and puniſh the men that are ſerled en their lees ,, that ſayintberr heart, 


the Lord will not do grod, neither will be de ewill. 
| b 2 The 


[oe 


[ETA 
The. ſecond Article. 


owe Article concerning loofneſſe and prophanity ,isno- 
ove andevidentthen'rhe firſt, jt beidg bin undenyable ther 
© - afloudofprop oehanlty Fac overfleywed thee whole Land; and: 
Py moſt part' of the Inhabjicancs thereof have corriipted their 
way! him, br diffionouting of is Name, #eproach of 
won, and provoking, the eyes of his Glory , Ia. 1:2,3>4+ 
p.. ear O beavens, and give ear O earth for CE 
hen , [ have nouriſhed and th ht up children, andth ; 
belled againſt me; the ox hath KS owner , dds fe biy 
maſters crib, but Iſrgel doth not kyow , my people dizb n#t conſi> 
der : Ab, Jinfull Nation, a people loaden with miquity, a feed of 
evill deers , children that ave torr wpters, they have forſaken the 
Lord, they "have provoked the bot go of Tſfael'to Anger , they- 
have gone away backward ; why fy ye be ſtricken any more, ye- 
will revolt more and more, the whole head is fick,, and'the whole 
heart is faint. Ezek. 36. 21,22, 2;. But 1 had pity for my boly: 
names ſake , which the tr, Iſrael hath” ws / Aamont ft rhe» 
Htathen whether they berefore ſity to the ee hagres frac, 
thus ſaith the oy Avg I do wot this for your ſake, O'houſtof 
Ke” but for my boly Numei ſake, whith ye have da- 
mongſt the Heathen whither ye went, and'T'wilt' ſantHfie my yrear- 
name which was prophened the Heathen which ye have pro- 
phaned im the wp " them , ps, fr Heathen ſhall know that 1 ans 
the Lord, ſaith the Lord Ged, when I ſhall be ſanthified in you , br« 
fore their eyes , Malach. 2.11, 12, 13. Fwdah bath dealt treaphe- 
rouſly , and an abonunation is committed in 1/f acl and "Jeruſalem, 
for udah bath prophaned the holineſſt of the Lord whith he loved, 
and bath married the daughter of « flrange goed, rhe Lord 'will' 
cut," off * the iis that doth. this, the Av and the ſchollar out of- 
the Tabernaclts bf Facob, and him that offereth an offtring unto 
the "Lord of hoſts; and this have ye done again, covering the eAk 
tar of the Lord with tears, with ing and with crying out, in 
ſe much that be regardethy not the © wore ; or receiveth 
it with good will at your bands. 1ſa. 3. 8. For Feruſalem is ruined 
and Judah 1 fallen , Frcanſe their tongue and 4beir doings are” 4- 


fainſt 


4 \ 


v | cry 
inſt the Lord, to proveke the bis glory. The guiltof this as + 

Founding looſneſle and at wb fo Linc the _— heijj 
by theſe circumſtances that do attendir: Firſt, rhar iris under the 

ear light-of the Goſpel, of the Word preached nowfor many 
years throughout the Land, in putity and plenry. Secondly, that 
it is contrary to matiy ſblemn Vows, Engagements, Oaths and Co- 
vyenants taken onus before God, Angels and mento the contraty. 
Thirdly , thatit is under many bleſſings , mercies and deliverances 
ftom the Lord, Fourthly that it is under many chaſtiſements, rvdy 
and judgements,eſpecially the ſword aad peſtilence,by whic two, 
many thouſands in the Land have been taken away within theſe 
few years. Fifthly,that it is commonand univerfall, and hath reach- 
ed over all ſores of perſons, COR 
ſes, Miniſters and Commons. Sixthly,ffomthe greatneſſe of it 
meleſhes of it, avowedneſs and grollneſs of it, which is fuchthar 
many declare their-fin asSodoxre,and commit alt ſorts of wickedneſ: 
| with greedineſfe.Seventhly, fromthe kinds of it, ſomeofthe chief 
and moſtcommon of which, eſpecially theſe whoare not named in 


ſome other Article of the formerPaper; we ſhal here touch: 1:Impa« 
tiencie, marmuring and frering od and his works, which- 
hath: made to. weary of the and hey have 


been put to,for theGoſpel,and to wilk there had been no ſuch thing 
as the entering into the National Covenanr;and the renewing and 
entering into the ſolemn League and Covenant, not toan few to 
curſe and blaſpheme the Covenants,ant to look on them as the riſe: 
andcriginall ofall the eyils wherewith theLand hath been afflicted; 
and'it is an great provocation before God, as it appears from cheſs 
andthe like Scriptures, Numb.144,2,3,4,10,11412: And all the Com 


ations lifted wp their voice and weeped and eryed andthe prople 
- co Sl yur all the childrego of Iſrael Cordon 
FM oſes, and" againſt Anron, and* the rholt Congregation [aiaito 
them , would to God we had died'in the landof Eg ypts, or wontd ro 
God we had died in the wilderneſſe; and whereſore bath the Lord 
browght ms to this land to fall by the ſword; that our weoes aud: 
our children ſhould be a , were it nor better for ns 26 'retwrns. 
to Egypt?” And they ſad one to another, [tt nr "mats aCaptnny 
let us, renern 15 Eyypt'; then Moſes and Avon fell ontherrfaces 
before the Aſſemblies of alt the ——_— of thn childrey of i 

3: 


(14) 
ratl, but all the Congregation bade ſtone them with toner, and the 
glory of the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle of the Congrogation 
before all the Children of Iſrael: And the Lord ſaid wnto Moſes, 
How long will thu People provoke me? and how long will it be 
ere this People beleeve me, for all the ſigns I have ſhewed amongſt 
chew? I will ſmute them with peſtilerice, and diſinherit them , 
aad will make of thee a Nation, mightier aud greater then they. 
Numbers 24. 5, 6. And they journied from <M ount Hor, bythe 
way of the Ked Sea, 10 compaſſe the Land of 'Edom; and 
the ſaul of the People was much dſcomraged becauſe of the 
way; and the People ſpaks agamſt GOD, and againſt Moſes, 
IWherfore have yt brought us up out of the Land to die in the wil. 
derneſs? for there 15 mo bread, neither is there any water; for 
our ſoul loatheth this light bread: and the Lord ſent fiery ſerpent; 
among the people , and ach people of Iſracl ded. 1 Cor. 11, 10. 
N ether be ye murmureri, as ſome of them alſs murmured , and 
were deſtrozed of the deſtroyer. 2. Uling not only of charmes , 
though ic be condemned in the Scriptures, Deur. 18. « 1. A Char- 
mer , or 4 conſulter with familiar ſpirits, or a Wizard, or a Ne- 
cromancer , ſball not be found among [t you ; for all that do theſe 
things are a1 abominariou1to the Lord: yetis very frequent among the 
Commons: But alſo Sorcery and Witchcraft, which is an abc- 
mination Exod. 22. 18. Thox ſhalt not ſuffer a Wch to lroe. Dent, 
18. 10, There ſhall not be found amongſt you any that wſeth Divi. 
nation, or any Inchamter, or any Wutch; eſpecially amongſt theſe 
who have been baptized in the Name ofthe Lord Jeſus, and yet 
doth (by the great diſcoveries thereof which hath been of late) ap- 
pear to be very frequent in the Land. 3. Ordinary ſwearingby 
them that arc no Gods, /er. 5. 7. How ſpall I pardonthe: for this? 
thy Children bave forſaken Me, and ſworn by them who are no 
Gods, when 1 bave fed them to the full Zeph, 1.4, 5. 1 will«lſo 
ſtretch ont my hand agas"t Judah, 4nd all the inhabitas ts of ſeru- 
falem; and { will cat off the remnant of Baal from this place , and 
the name of the Chemarims , with the Prieſts: and them that worſhip 
the hoſt of beaven wpon the bouſe tops, and them thatwerſbip , and 
that ſwear by the Name of the LORD, andthat ſwear by Mal- 
cham: ſuch as Faith, Truth, Soul, Conſcience , and by the boly 
ard blieſlcd Name of G O D Himſelf, aod by His Blood and 
Woun.!s,and fearful Excerauons and Carkings, which though they 
be 


(15) 
be condemned, forbidden and thireatned in the Scriptures, Exod. 20: 
7. Thew ſhalt not take the N ame of the Lord thy Godin vain, Le- 
vit. 19. 12. Thes ſhalt not ſmear bymy Namefaſly , neither ſhale. 
thou prophane the Name of thy God: I am the Lord, Math. 5. 
34, 34» 35» 36, 37. 4dgam, ye have heard it ſaid by thereof old. 
time, Thow ſhalt not forſwear thy ſelf, but ſhalt perform to the 
Lord thy God thy Oathes. But 1 [ay unto you, Swear nit at all, 
ker b Heaven, for & is Gods Throne : neaher bythe Earth, for 
it is His Foorſteo!: nether by Jeruſalem, for u is the Cuy of 
the great King : neuther ſbalt thon ſwear by thy Head, for thou 
canner make one hair white or black, But let your communication 
be, Tea, yea; Nay, na : for whatſoever 1s more then theſe, cometh 
of evil, Jer. 23. 10, For the Land is full of Adwulteries; becanſe 
of Swearing the Land mourreth, and the pleaſant places in the 
wilderneſſe are dried up , becanſe their conrſe iz evil , and their force 
3s not right. Zech. 5.1, 2, 3» 4+ Then 1 lookgd, and lift up 
mize eyes, and behold, a flying Roll: the length thereof ictwenty. 
cabit;, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. Then ſaid he unto me , 
This 61 the curſe that goeth over the face ofthe whole Earth: forevery 
one that ſtealeth, ſhall becxt off as on this fide, accordingto it: aud 
every ene that ſweareth, ſbailbe cutoff on that fode , according 1017. 
1 will bring it forth, ſauh the Lord of beſts, andut ſhall cuter into 
the howſe of the Thief, and wits the bouſe of bim that ſweareth 
falſly by my Name : and it [hill remain in the nudſt of bu bouſe , 
and [ball conſume the timber and ſtones thereof. Yet thele ate ſo 
frequent and habitual! amongſt us, that in many parts of the Land 
it is a rarethingto find a manora woman, that in their ordinary 
ſpeech is not aidicted to ſome one of theſe. 4. Ordinary and. 
groſs prophanation of the Lords Day; not only by ſlightiagof,and 
abſcacing from the Publick Wo.ſaip with the Congregation , 
which is a fault whereof many age guilty ; and not attending io 
the Word, or joyning in Prayer and fGogiog of Pſalms, when 
they are preſent, but allo by travelling, irylling, AF Ur Sas 2k 
our own words and otherwiſe: The danger and hainouſacſs © 
this fin appears, from Exod. 20. 8. Remember the Sabbath day 
ts keep-t holy, Nehem.1.15,16, 17,18. Jnthoſe dayers ſaw £ 
uw Judah, ſome treadany "715 on the Sabbath, and bringo 
es 


ing in Sheaes, andleading eA [ts ,and alſo Wine Grapes, and Figs, 
and. all manner of burdens which they brought ro Jeruſalem on 
the. 


| 2 aid'1 of inf them m the d«y where- 
in they fold 1 .\Thoro t wen of Tyre alſo ebdivtin, 
which fiſh and al manner of ware, which they. ſold 10 the 
| Juda avd ſeruſalem o» the Sabbath : then 1 contended 
with the Nobles of Juda, and ſaid unto them, What evill thing is 
this which ye do, and prophexe the Sabbath day , dial not your fathers 
thas , did not onr God bring all this evil on #1, and on this city ? 
yet ye bring more wrath on liracl, by prophaning the Sabbath, 
Tai 58. 13, 14. If thes twrn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
doing thy own pleaſare on my holy day, and call the Sabbarb a de- 
light, and the boly of the Lord, honourable , and ſbait bononr him , 
wot doing thine own wayes, nor finding thine own pleaſures, nor 
ſpeaking thine own words, then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the 
Lord, and thos ſoalt ride os the high places of the earth, ani [will 
feed thee with rhe beritage of Jacob thy father , for the mowrh of 
the Lord bath ſpokes it. 5. Not giving obedience to anthority 
to their juſt and lawfull commands for conſcience ſake, Row. 13.5. 
Wherefore ye munſt needs be fubjef® not only for wrath, but for 
conſcience ſake. And on the other hand, an implicie and willing 
following of their nolawfull commands, obeying :nen rather then 
God, Hoſ: 5. t1. Ephraim &« oppreſſed andbroken in judgment , be- 
canſe be willingly walked afirr rhe commundement, AQ. 4. 19; 
Whether it be right im the fizbt of God to hearken to you rather 
then 16 Ged, judzeje. The grolle negle& of many ts in the 
inſtruting and breeding of their Children in knowledge , vertne 
and piety, Eph.6.4 Te fathers, provoke not your children towrath , but 
bring them wp in the marture and admonition of the Lord. And 
the untowardneſle and ingratitude of many Childrea to their Pa» 
rents, Eph. 6. 1. 2, 3. Children , obey your parentsin the Lord, for this 
# right. Honour thy father and mother ( which it the firſt commun« 
dement with promiſe ) that it may be well with thee, and that rho 
may live ing on the earth. 6. Self murder, unnaturall murder of 
Children,enimity,malice,ſtrife,contention,efpecially at Law ſuits, 
revenge , and blood, whichas they are ancieneſins of thisNation,. 
and did much appear In the banding of Clans one againft another , 
and have been little mourned for, or repented of to this day , ſo 
do they ftill continue whilt we profeſſe the unicy of the Faith in 
Chtiſt,and are joyned in Coyenants of love and peace one with = 
r, | other 
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oy axes Saghaing'td 
dome deſcendeth not from above, but is cart Ju 4 «eviliſh - 
For where envying and ſtrife is , there is confuſion and every evil 

1 Cor. 5. 8. Ther fore la xx he the feaſt not with old Leaven , neuher 

with the leaven of malice ——_—_ dneſſe , but with the anleavened 

bread of ſincerity andtrath. Tit. 3. 3. For we our ſetves were ſome- 

time diſobediemt , foobſh , deceived, ſerving diverſe luſts and plea- 
ſores, living in malice and envy, batefull, ayd hating one 
another, Levit, 19. 18.  Thow ſhalt net avenge nor , bear 
any grudge againſt the children of thy people; byt thou. ſbalt lov? 
thy neighbour 4s thy ſelf , Iamibe LORD, Prov. 1. 16. For 
their feet runto evull , and they make haſte 10 ſhed bloud.. Gal. 5. 15. 
For if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not con- 
ſumed one of another. 7. lntemperance , gluttony and drunken- 
nelle; the laſt of which is become ſocommon , that it hath over- 
run almoſt the whole Nation, fo that it is bard to find many who 
are not tiplers, or common drunkards, or willdriok drunk on 
occaſion and with company: With this fin we may joyn che im- 
moderate and exceſlive uſe of Tobacco which is ſuch, that much 
money, and precious time is needleſlly and ſupertlouſly (pens that 

way , ' -xf aa of all forts. 1ſa. 5. 21,12, 21» Wo togbemithat riſe 
np tarly in the morning to drink ftrong drink,, and continue till vight, 
ul Wine irflame them; and the harp, and the viel, and tabret,, 
and the pipe, and wine are in their feaſts, Wo to them that art 
mighty to drich, wine, and men of mught to mingle fireng 
drink. Prov. 23. 29, 30, 31, 32+» Who wo? Who hath 
ſorrom ? Who bath contentions? Wie bath. bablings 3 Who 
bath wounds without canſe Who hath redue{; of e054 They 
that tarry long at the wwe , they that ge to ſcrk, nix wine, Look 
not thow on the wine whenu us red, when it grots uts colony im the up, 
when it meveth it ſelf aright; ar laft u byteth bbs @ ſerpent, 
and ftingeth liks an adder. Eph, 5. 18. Be not drunk with wie , 
wherein exce(s, 8. Vanity andexceſs in apparel, and in houthol4 
ſtuff, far above that which becomech the ſobriety of 1be Giſpel,or 
thatche condition of (ach a people can reack unto; {ſ4. 3. frorfithe 
16, verſe. Becaxſe the danghters of Zion are bangltia - and watt, 
with ftretched out necks, and wanton eyes , and mixcnig us they 
£0, and making 4 tinklng with their feet , thereforecht £O R D 
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will ſinite with a ſcab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion and 
the LO RD will diſcover their ſecret parts. Andin that day the Lord 
wil taks away the bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet , 
aud their canls, and their round wt the , M 01, the chaing, 
and the bracelets , andthe maſſlers, & the bonnets, & the ornaments 
of the legs, and the head-bands , and the tablets, and the ear-rings , 
and the noſe-jewells , the changeable ſuits of apparell, the maniles 
and the wimples, the criſping pins, the glaſſes and the fine linen , 
and the hoods, and the vwails; and it Tre come to paſs that in 
flead of «a ſweer ſmell there ſhall be flink, and in ſtead of x 
girdle a rent, andin ſteadof well ſet hair, baldneſs, andinſtead 
of a ſtomacher, a girding of ſackcloath, and burning in ſtead of 

eaxty, thy men ſhall fall by the ſword, and thy mighty men mn 
the war, and ber yates ſhall lament and mourn , and ſhe being de. 
ſolate ſhall fir on the ground. 1 Pet. 3. 3. Whoſe adorxing let it nos 
be ontward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
and putting on of _— Zeph. n. 8. And it ſhallcomer» paſſe 
in the day of the LORDS ſacrifice that I will puniſh the Princes ; 
and the Kings children and all ſuch as are cloathed with ſtrange appa- 
rell. 9. Uncleaneſle and filthineſle of all forts, rotren ſyecches , 
filthy communication , chambering and wantonneſſe , & fornica- 
tion, adultery,inceſt,in ſome places beaſtiality,and ſodomie,eſpea- 
cially fornications and adulterics which abound in many places; 
the firſt whereof, viz. fornication is by many accounted no fin. 
For diſcovering the greatneſle of theſe fins, conſider , Exod. 20. 14. 
Thow ſhalt not commit adultery, 1 Cor. 6 13. Now the body is not for 
fornication, but forthe Lord, andthe Lord, for the body, 1 Cor. 5. . 
It is reported commenly , that there i: fornication amongft you, and 
ſuch fornication as is not ſo much a3 named among the Gentiles, that 
one ſbould bave bis fathers wife, Rom. 13.13, Letws walk honeſtly 
45 in the day , wot in chambering and wantonneſſe. Eph. 5. 3. But for- 
nication and all uncleanneſſe, let it not once be named among you. 
4 ver. Neither filthineſſe, nor fooliſh talking, nor jeſting, 
which are not convement, 10. Prodigality , San. - » extortions, 
ofury, bribery , theft , robbery, falſe weights and meaſures, 
mjuſtice and unfairhfulneſle in Contracts and Bargaines , with 
fraudulcne dealing and deceiving one another; Artificial dearthing 
of rituals and other things, the livelyhood and maintenance of 
the People. Exed. 20. 15. Tho ſhalt not fteal. Erck. 22. 12, Inthee 
bave 
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have they taken gifts to ſhed bleed, then beſt taken and n- 
creaſe, thee ba greedily gained of thy neightour Tour oo 
Amos. 5- 12. They affiitt the juſt , they have taken abribe,, they 
turn afide the poor from. his right. Micah. 6, 10, 11, Are there 
yet meaſures of wickedneſſe i» the bouſe of the wicked, andthe 
ſcant meaſure that is abomunable? Shall 1 count them pure with 
the wicked balances, and with the bay of deceit abt? 
x Thell 4.6. That no wan go bejond and defrand his brother 
any matter , for the Lord is the avengerofallſuch. 11. Lying, 
{landering,backbicing, detracting, riviling, tale-bearing, raſh cenſu- 
ring , and defaming and ſpeaking ill one of another, with falſe wit- 
neiling a perjury, breachof Oaths, Covenants, promiſes. Exedvs 
20. 16, # ſbalt not bear falſe witneſſe againſt thy neighbour. 
Pal. 50. 19, 20. Thew giveff thy month to evil, and thy e 
frameth deceit: than fitteſt and ſeeakeft againſt _— ne ng ad 
ſlandereft thine own mothers ſon. 2 Cor. 12.20, Left theye be de- 
bates, envyings ,wrath, ſtrife, backbiting , whiſperin 1, ſwelling; 
and twmwlts, Matth, 7. 1. Judge not, that ye be mot px. ed. Rom. 
I. 31. without underſtanding, Covenaut-breakers, without natural 
affeftion, implacable, unmercifull. 2 Tim 3. 1, 2. This kyow alſo, that 
1 the laſt dayes, perillens times ſhal come, for men ſhal belovers 
of themſelves , covcrons, boaſters, proud , bla(; 1, diſobedient to 
parents, wnholy. Before we cloſe this Article of prophanity , we 
cannot but in a ſpeciall way take notice of the carriage of many 
beg gars in the Land, amongſt whom for a long time paſt, abomina- 
tions of all ſorts hath abounded ; which fin lyes ſo much heavier 
on the Land,becaufe though it hath been generally known and ac- 
knowledged by all, yet hath no cffeQuall courſe been takento 
this day tor the helping thereof, 


3. efriicle. 
TJ third Article which relates to JESUS CHRIST and 
the Goſpel, is in a great meaſure ſpoken to m the Cauſes of 
Humiliation , concerning the contempt of the Goſpel , condeſcen. 
ded on by the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly at Perth, Dec. 
22- 1650, yet ſome particulars there be in the Article, which we 
ſpeak unto: 1. The reſting on our ward and bare forms , 


wit udyingto known in our ſelyes, or to promove in others, 
theKingd D, which isrightcouſnefſe,and peace, and joy fa 
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theHoly Ghoſt. The Work ofchrmition in the outwatd part of 
it, or externall means , that do relatero Worſhip and Ordinances 
of G OD andthe purity thereof, is certainly a thing excellent and 
delitable ; which all the loyers of pure Religion and undefiled, 
ought to endeavour to attain to aud preſerve, Ezra 9.27. Bleſſed 
be the Lord God of our fathers, who hath putſuch a thing as thisin 
the Kingsheart; to beantifie the houſe of the Lord at Feruſalem. 
Exod, zy. 42. eAcrording to all that the Lord commanded «7 ofes, 
ſo the Children of Iſrael made all the work , 43. v. eAnd Moſes did 
look on all the work, and behold they had dont it , as the Lordcomee 
manded , even ſo had they done, and Moſes bleſſed them. Eaxck. 
42.11. And the way before them was like the appearing of the Cham» 
bers that were toward the I orth , as long as they, and as broad as they, 
and all their gomgs out were both according to their faſhions, and accor- 
d.ng to their doores. Heb. 3. 2. Who was faithful to him that ap- 
pomted him , as alſo CM ofſes was faithful in all his houſe. Heb. $. 5. 
Who ſerve wnio the example and ſhadow of heavenly things , as 
e Moſes was admoniſhed of God , when he waz about to make the ta- 
bermacle; for, ſee (ſaith he) that thow makes all things according to 
the pattern ſbewed thee in the monnt. But when theſe ; ann arereſt- 
ed upon and idolized, they do through our corruption become 
ſnares to us, to keep us from ſeeking in to more excellent and 
better things,to wit,communion andfellowſhip with GOD, and 
the power and life ofgodlinels, which are the kernell, whereof theſe 
things ate but the ſhell and the ſcrouff, and being reſted upon, do 
rovoke the Lord either to make them barren and fruitlelle to us, 
or elſe to loath us inthe following of them, or toremove them 
wholly away from us. Iſas 1. 10, 11, 12; 13, 14, 15, Heer the 
word of the Lord ye ruler: of Sodomi , give ear to the Law of our God 
ye people of Gomorrah ; To what parpoſe i: the multitude of your ſa- 
Erifices to me, fgith the Lord? 1 am full of the burnt-offerings of 
rams , and the fat of fed beaſts: I delizht not in the blood of but- 
locks , or of lambs, or of he-goats When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at your hands, to tread. my Courts? 
Bring no more vay 0b14110%, incenſe -is an abomination tome , the 
new. rpoont and the Sabbath, and the calling of the aſſembly, 1 
Cannot away with, it 51 an uhquity , ens 20th. A Jour 
unted feaſts wy ſoul hateth , they are 4 troxble 


wen 19290715 , aud 


te xe, 1 am weary to bear them: And when ye ſpread forth your 
bands, 
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hands, 1 will bide mine eyes from yow; yea when yt make many 
prayers , 1 will nothear t your hand: are full ef blood. Iſai. 66. 1, 2, 

3: 4. Thus ſaith the Lord, Theheavens is my throne, and the earth 
1 my footftoo|, where is the bowſs ye will build me » and where is the 
place of my veſt? for all theſe things bath mine hand made, and all 
theſe things have been ſath the, Lord But to this man will 7 
look., even 'to him that is of 4 poor contrite ſpirit, and trem- 
bleth at my word. He that billeth an ox Ng as if be ſlew aman: be 
that ſacrificeth a lamb , as if he ent off nn he that offe- 
reth an oblation , as he that offereth ſwines blood ; he that burneth 
incenſe , as he that bleſſeth anidel. Tea , they have choſen therr own 
wiyer, and their ſoul delighteth in their abominatiom; t alſo 
will chooſe their delnfions, and bring /their fears on them, be- 
Canſe when I called, none did anſwer; aud when 1 ſpake, they did nor 
hear , but did evill before mine eyes, = choſe ther m which [ de- 
lighted not. Jer. 7. 4, 8,9, 10, 11, 12,43, 14. Truſt ye net in lying 
words, ſaymg , The temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are 
theſe, Bebeld, ye traſt m lying words that cannot profit. Wl ye 
fteal , murder, commit adultery , and ſwear falſely, andburn mcenſe 
10 Baal,' and walk after other gods whom ye know not, and come 
and ſtand before me in this houſe, which is calledby my name, and 
ſay, we are delivered to do all theſe abominations? Is this bowſe 
whith is called by my IN ame become a den of robbers in your eyes ? 
Behold, even 1 bave ſeen it , ſaith the Lord: but yo ye to my place 

which was in Shiloh , where 1 ſer my N ame at the #P, and fre what 1 
did to it , for the wickedreſſe of my people Iſrael. eAndnow becauſe 
ye have done all theſe works, ſaiththe Lord, and I ſpakero jor, ri- 

fing up early, and ſpeaking, but yeheard nor; and 1 called you , but 
ye anſwered not: Toerefore will 1 do wmnto this bouſe which called 
by my Name, wherein ye traſt, and to the-place' which 1 yave ro 
your fathers, as I have done to Shileh, Fack. 9120,11,22, As 

for the beamtyof bi; ors ament , he ſet it m Majeſty: but they made the 
Images of their abomiuations, and of vheiy dereft able rhings therem : 

therefore have I ſet it far from them. And [I will groe it tothe 

bands of the flrangers for « prey, and t6 the withed of the earth for 

« ſpoil, and ene eit; my face alſo will 1 torn from 
them, and they ſhall pollite my ſecrer place , for the robbers ſhalt 
etiter into it and defile it. Zeph, 1. 3. The renmant of Iſracl ſhal 
not do iniquity, nor ſpeak lies, neither ſhal 4 deceitful tongue be 
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found in their month , for they ſbal feed and ly down, and none ſhat 
make them afraid. And this hath been undoubtedly in a great 
meaſure the fault of many in this Land, the height of whoſe zcal 
and endeavours hath been for the moſt part to atrain the putity of. 
Ordinances , not labouring for the power thereof , whence bath 
iſſued a great deal of boaſting and confidencein a Covenant and 
pure Ordinances,and a well retogmed Kirk,when in the mean while 
moſt men be ſtrangers to that grace that briageth ſalvation , and 
teacheth to deny ungodlineſle and worldly luſts, and to live ſober- 
ly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world. Tirxs 2. 11, 12. For 
the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to all men , 
reaching #us, that denying angedbneſſe and worldly luſt, we ſhould 
lrve godly , rigbteonſly ang ſoberl y un this preſent world, The ſecond 
is the ſad Conlequents that hath followed onthis, whereof there 
be four (peciall in the Articic. 

The Fir{t whereof is , The admitting of perſons not rightly qua- 
lifcd to the work of che Minillry , and Elderſhips in Congregati. 
ons, and the continuing of luck in theſe places. For underſtanding 
of which , ye would con(ider, that the Word of God, and Afts and 
Conſticutions of our Kick, dorequire of Miniſters, not only thas 
they be men of knowledge, underſtanding and conſcience, for ru+ 
ling in the houſe of God, and of a blawelels converſation; but that 
they be ſanCified and holy , and ſpiritual , and have their ſences ex- 
erciſed in ſpiritual things: A Bſbop (ſaith Pal , Tit. 1.8.) muſt 
be a lover of good men , ſober , juſt, holy, temperate. And the ſame A- 
poltle 1 Tim. 6. tels us,be muſt not be a novice,or one newly come 
in to the fairh. He would not only have him inthe faith , that he 
may ſpcak becauſe he beleeves, and be ableto comfort others with 
the conſolations wherewith he hath been himfelf comforted of 
God, 2 Cor. 1. 4, 4+ Bleſſed be God, even the Father of our Lord 
Feſwus Chriſt, eyen the Father of mercies , and God of all comfort , 
who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort others who are in trouble, with the comfort wherewith we 
our ſelves bave been comforted of God. In the Afts of the Alle» 
bly at Edinburgh 1 596, «March 26.'it is provided, That 
trial of che perſons to be admitted tothe Miniltry hereafter , conſi 
not only in their learning and ablicy to preach, bur alſo inconſcien- 
ceand feeling , and ſpiritual wiidom ; and inthe ſame At itis pro- 
vided , that ſuch as ſhall not be found given to ſanRificationand 


prayer, 
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prayer, that ſtudy notto be powerful and ſpiritual, but be cold,and 
wanting f Zeal , that all ſuch perſons be cenſured, and con- 
Fro my be deprived : Which AR was revived in the Gen. 
Aſſembly 16;8. likewiſe in the Gen. Aſlembly 1646. The putting 
in,and holding inof inſufficient and ſuſpeted men, who (avout the 
things of this life; and the kee ing the door ſtraiter on theſe whom 
| God hath ſcaled, then on theſe who have leſs evidence of Grace 
and holineſs, is reckoned amongſt the enormities and corruptiuns 
of the Miniſtry in their callings; and amongſt the remedies of theie 
corruprions, it is provided, That all Presbyteries make great conſci- 
ence 0 hare all vacantplaces, withintheir ſeveral bounds (ctled 
with godly and able men, whereverthey be found. Theſe Scrip- 
rures and Afts, wich ſundry others of the like kind , require, not 
only that a Miniſter be negatively holy,thatis,one whq is not ſcan- 
dalous in his life and converſation , but that he be poſitively holy, 
acquainted with God and L_ things, and a partaker of the 
grace of the Goſpelin himſelf, which he preacbeth co others ; and 
religious reaſon doth require the ſame: How ſhall he be a Chri- 
ſtian Miniſter , -who is not a Chriſtian ? how ſhall he preachto 0- 
thers, - who deth not himſelf beleeve ? how ſhall he know to ſpeak 
a word in ſeaſon, to whom the Lord hath not given the rongue of 
the Learned? to comfort others with the conſolations of God, 
{ who was never comforted therewith hiraſelf2 How ſhall he pray 

for others, who cannot pray for himſelf? How hall he revcale 
Chriſt, who never knew him? How ſhall hc naturally care for 
ſouls , who hath not the love of Chriſt dwelling ia him? The Scri- 
ptures do alſo require of ruling Elders , not only that they be men 
of underſtanding, knowledg, and wiſdom, and ſuch as ate able to 
diſcern and rule , but alſo that they be blameleſs and holy , as is 
evident in the Epiſtles of Pazl to Timothy and Tauxs. And the 
Diſcipline of our Kirk requires, That beſides abilitics to govern , 
conſult , admoniſh, and order «1! things apperraining to the ſtare of 
the Congregation, that they be menof a good life and holy con- 
verſation , without blame , and all ſuſpition, carcful for the Flock , 
wiſe; and above all chings ſearing God: notwithſtanding hereof, 
many litteral and formal men, who are ranges to the myſteric of 
godlineſs , & work of the Spirit of life , which is in Jeſus Chriſt, are 
| admittedunto, and continued in the Miniſtry and Elderſhips.(nay, 
in ſome places, eſpecially in Elderſhips, me that ate ignorant and 
ſcandiloug 
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Teandalous) by which things it mk to paſs that there is a lifeleſs, 
dead, an carel:f5 Miniſtry , and unprofitable Elderſnips in many 
> I , and thatthegrowth of the Goſpeland godlineſs 
is exceedingly obſtructed and hindered. | 

The ſecond Conſequent which is mentioned , 1s, T he groſs fligh- 
ting and mocking of Kirk Cenſures, andof Publick Repentance ; 
whereof it would be conlidered, That the Word of God, Ads and 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk, do require of theſe whoareto make 
Publick Profeſſion of their Repentance for ſcandalous offences, not 
only a naked and bare profeſſion of Repentance, but ſuch a profe(. 
fron of Repencance,as doth hold forth a teal conviction and ſorrow 
for lin; and nor only the ceaſing trom the fin forthe time, bur the 
bringing torth of the comtary good fruits of ſobriery , righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs. I wmb. 5.6, 7, 8. Speak unto the Children of 1/- 
ral, when a man or 4 woman ſhall commit any fin that men com» 
mit , to do @ treſpaſs againſt the Lord, and thar perſon be gualty; 
then they ſhall confeſs their fin which they have done; -and be fad 
recompence his treſpaſs with the principal thereof , "aud ndd unto ie 
the fifth part thereof, and give it ano bim again whow' bebarh 
freſpaſſed. But if the man have no kinſman' tomyecompence the 
treſpaſs wnto , let the treſpaſy be recompenced ' mars. the ford. 
even wnto the Prieſt : befede the 'Ram of atonement , whtreby an 4: ont+ 
ment ſhal be made for him. It is appointed that offenders who have 
wronged others, and wereto be admitted to the treſpaſs. offering, 
ſnould not only make confeſſion of their ſins, but alſo makeſmi-fa- 
Qion tothe parry to whom the wrong was done, which ſatisfation 
is a fruit of righteouſneſſe; to which agrees that of Feſws Chrif, 
e Mat. 5.21. If thoubring thy gift tothe Altar, and there vemune» 
breft that thy brother hath onybt againſt thee , werſ. 14 leave 
there thy gift before the Altar, and gothy way , and firſt berecor- 
tiled to thy brother , and then come and offer "yg t. In that publick 
penitentiall confeſſion that is mentioned, ; 10 10, t1, Te 
hve tranſoreſſed and taken firange wives, and increaſed the treſ- 
paſs of Iſrael . now therefore make confeſſion ro the LOR D GOD 
of your father; , ant do by pleaſure , and ſeyarate your ſelves from 
the people of the land, and from the ſtrange wives. There it not 
only a confeſſion of the ſin , but a doing ofthe LORDS pleaſure, 
2nd a ſepatating of themſelves from the people of the land , and 


from thc ſtrange wives. Pſal. 51. which was penned to be a teſti- 
| mony 
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mony of Devids Publick iu... , forthe ſcandalous fins ut 
muzder and adultery committed by him; and was therefore com- 
mitred to the chief Muſician, to be Publiſhed in the SanQtuary and 
Temple, doth contain many notable Evidences of Re and 
Reformation: And we ſee the Apoſtle Paw! 7 Cor. 2. 7. dothnot 
ive charge to the Corinthians for the receiving the Inceſtuous per» 
, Until he is in ſome ance of hazard to be ſwallowed up 
with coo much ſorrow. 7. verſe Te owght 10 forgive bim and conv- 
fort him , leaſt perhaps ſwch an one be ſwallowed npwith over mach 
ſorrow ; which doth argue that the Apoſtle thoughe a great mea- 
{ure of reallconvittion and ſorrow requiſite in ſuch an one, before 
he ought to be received : According to theſe Scriptures , the firſt 
book of Diſcipline, in the 7, head thereof requires, rhat before ſcan- 
dalous perſons be admitted to the Publick confeſſion of their Re- 
pentance , that there in them ſignes of unfeignedrepentance; 
and the form: and _ of Publick repentance appointed by the 
Generall Aſſembly of the Miniſters and Elders , in the which they 
ought ſharply to be examined what ſear and terrourthey have of 
Gods judgements, and what hatred for fin, and dolor fur the 
ſame, and what ſenſe and feeling they have of Gods mercies;in the 
which if they be ignorant, theyought diligently to be inflrudted : 
For it is but a mocking to preſent ſuchko Publick Repentance as 
neicherknow what fin is, what Repencance is, what Grace is , nor 
by whom Gods mercy and favour 1s purchaſed, thereafter the of- | 

fender ſhall be inſtructed in the Aſſembly , ſo that he have ſome taſte 
of Gods Judgements, but chiefly of Gods Mercies through Jeſus 
Chriſt, he may be preſented before the Publick Kick; And the AR 
of the Generall Aſſembly at Edinbwrgh 1596, March. 26. That 
none falling in Publick ſcandall be received in the fellowſhip of the 
Kirk, except his Miniſter bave ſome appearance and warrand in his 
Conſcience, that he hath both a feeling of fin, and an apprehenſion 
of mercy ; and for this effet , thatthe Miniſter travail with him ia 
Dodtrine, and private inſtruQtion , to bring him thereto; eſpecial- 
ly in the Dodtrine of Publick Repentance, which being negleRed, 
the Publick place of Repentance is turned to a mocking. And the 
AQts of theGenerall Aſſembly at Edinbargh 1 549.provids that be. 
cauſe many heretofore have made a ſhew and profeſſion of Repen. 
tance , who were not convinced of theirguiltineſſe , nor humbled 
for the ſame, but didtherafter return like the dog to the vorire, 
D and 


Lo 


(26) 
and with the ſow to the puddle, untoche mocking of God, the ex- 
ceeding great reproach and detriment ofhisCayſe;Therefore for the 
becter diſcerning the truth & ſincerity oftheRepentance of theſe 
whodelire to be admitred to theCovenanr andCommunion,ic is ap- 
pointed and ardained that none of the perſons who are debarred 
from the Covenantand Communion , ſhall be received and admic- 
ted thereunto , but ſuchas after trydlſhall befound for ſome com- 
pegent time cither befure or after the offer oftheir Repentance , 
according to the diſcrerion of rhe refpeRive Judicatories, to kave 
in their ordinary converſation given teall teſtimony oftheir diſlike 
of the late unlawfull Engagement , and ofall the courſes and ways 
of Malignants, and of their forrow for their acceſſion ro the ſame, 
and to live godly, righteouſly, & ſobetly &c.And reaſon alſo proves 
the ſame point, for wherher we take Publick Repentance in refer- 
ence to the removing of ſcandal and offence given tothe Kirk, orin 
reference to the abſolution of the party from the guilt of che ſame 
intimated to him by the Miniſter as the ſeryant of Chriſt, andin 
the Name of Chriſt, on his Repentance ; it muſt alwayes be under- 
ſtood of ſuch a profeſſion of Repentance, as doth ex ideace therea. 
lity and humility thereof in outward fruirs; fora real ſcandal can- 
not be removed by a bare and verbalprofeffion wichout ſtuits; nej- 
ther can a miniſter with any perſwaſion of conſcience make any in- 
rimation of mercy and pardon to him of the reality and fincerity 
of whoſe profeſſion he hath na teſtimony it his carriage and con- 
verſation. Yet notwithſtanding of rheſe rhings many ſcandalous 
perſons «fall ſorts, eſpecially theſe who were prophane Malignants 
diſattcQed to the Work of GOD and his people this laſt year , bave 
been admitted to PublickRepenrance, on bare convictions of Re- 
pentance and ſorrow , withour any reall evidence and fruit there- 
of in their carriage and converſation ; nay , in many ofchemrhere 
was preſumptions in the contrary ; which as ic hath proven a ſnare 
to their ſouls, ſo hath ic exceedingly provoked God, anditambled 
the godly, and rendered Kirk Cenſures and Publick Repenrance 
baſe and contemptible, 

The third conſequence is, That the Sacrament ofthe LORDS 
Supper hath been fearfully polluzed and prophaned, by the pro. 
miſcuous admitting of many ſcandalous and ignorant perfor.s 
thereto: The truth whereof in the matterof fat, asit hath been 
the conſtant burden and complaint of all che godly Minitters and 
- people 
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people in aniadchels.men) rom nos ſo-ir, hath been, ofc 
confeſſed inthe Cauſes offolem.n Falts, and publick Humiliation 
and perticulas}y in that publick Acknowledgement of Sin that was 
made by. the Kirk of Scotland, in the year 1648. that it may be 
the better underſtood and taken up; ye would conſider firſt what 
perſons by the Word of G © D, and doctrine of the Kirk of 
Scotland, are to be debarred from, or admitted to the Sacrament 
of the Loxds ex; bow thervic ofthe Ward andconſlicutions 
of the Kirk are keeped in thisparticular. For the firſt, jt is cleat 
from the Word of God , and the Doctrine of the Kirk of Scor- 
land, that all ſcandalous and ignorant perſons ought to be debar- 
red from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , andthat none ought 
to be received and admitted thercunio, but ſuch who do not only 
know and make profeſſion of the Goſpel, but walke ſutable 
thereunto. The Apoltle Pax inthe 1 Cor. x 1.28. appoints that 
a man muſt firſt examine himſcif, and ſo cat. Andhe alſo faith, 
That he who comes to that Sacrament , mult be one who diſcerne $ 
the Lords Body; otherwiſe, that he cats and drinks damnation to 
himſelf; and-he further adds, That this mult be done in remem- 
brance of JESUS CHRIST, to ſhew forth his death till be come 
again; and therefore ſuch as by reafon oftheir ignorance cannot 
examine themſelves , nor dilcerathe Lords Body , nor knowes not 
what ic isto ſhew forth the Lords death , ought not to come, This 
ſame duty of examination , diſcerning the Lords Body , which the 
Apoltle calls for , doth alſo debar ſcandalous perſons , and admit of 
none but ſuch who walk orderly according to the Goſpel, becauſe 
the examination here required, muſt be acco to the nature of 
the Ordinance of the Lords Supper, to wit , whether they be wor- 
thy or not, thatis, whether they bave repentance or nat ; For he 
that comes without it, is unclean, and fo pollutes the Ordinance; 
as alſo whether he hath faich or not , without which, there can be 
no diſcerning ofthe Lords Body, nor ſhewing fort his death; and 
whether they havelove or no, without which, there can be no 
Communion with CHRIST and his Members in that Ordinance. 
The Contfcihion of Faith of the Kirk of Scocland, Intituled yT 
whom Sacraments appertain , ſpeaks thus:But the Supper of the ,, 
Lotd (we confelle) to po md 
hold of Faith, and can try andexamine es, aſwell intheir,, 
faith as intheir duty to their neighbour ; but if ſuch perſons ought ,, 
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not to com2,and ifthe Sacraments do not appertain to chem, there 
can be no queſtion, bur if they prefurne ro come \ they ought to be 
debarred, it being a truſt committed ro the Officers of the Kirk, 
both in-the Old and New Teſtamentto keep the charge of the ho- 
ly things , and to take heed that his Ordinances be not polluted and 
prophaned, and to ſeparate the precious from the vile. Levie. ro. 
10. That ye may put 4 difference betwixt the holy and unholy , be= 
ewixe the clean ad niiclean. 2 Ohron/t'y. 1g. And beſet the poy- 
ters at the gates of the houſe of the Lord, that none who was wn- 
clean, in any thing, ſhould enter in, Etck. 22. 26. They have put 
no differente betwixt the holy and' prophane, mither' have they 
[hewed difference betwixe the clean and the unclean. Erck. 44. 7. 
In that ye have brought into my ſanftuary ftrangers uncircuncs- 
ſed in heart, aud uncircumciſed in fleſh, ro be in my ſanitnary to 
lute it , even my houſe, when ye offer mybread , the fat andthe 
blond, and they have broken my Covenant , becauſe of all your abo. 
winations , and ye have not keeped the charge of my bolythings , but 
e bave fet keepers of my charge mmy ſanttwary for your ſelves. 
Mar. 7. 6. Give not that whic is boly unto dog; ; weithey caſt ye 
your pearls before rwine , left they trample them 1mdertheir feet, and 
twrn apain and rent you. 1 Cor. 5. 13, But them that are without 
God judgeth ; therefore put awey from amouyſt your ſelves that 
wicked perſon, Tit.z, 10. Amanthat is an heretick, after the firſt 
and ſecond admonition, rejeft. Rev.'z. 10. Nevertheleſſe I have a few 
things againſt thee , becauſe thow ſuſfereſtthat woman Fezebel , which 
calleth her ſelf a propheteſs, to teach & ſeduce my ſervants to commit 
formication , ri 9h, things ſacrificed to idols. Jer. 15. 19. If thew 
rake forth the precious from the vile , thew ſhalt be as my month : 
let them return wwtothee, but return notthow an19 chem, T he DireQ- 
ion for the Publick Worſhip of God throughout the three King- 
domes, in the Head concerning the Celebration of the Lords Sup- 
per , aſſerts, that the ignorant & ſcandalousare nor to receivethe 
Sacrament. And the LargeCatechiſm aſſerts, That ſuch as are found 
ro be ignorant & ſcandalous, notwithſtanding their profeſlion of 
faith anddefire ro come tothe Lords Supper, -may & oughtro be 
keepedfrom that Sacrament , by the power which Chriſt hath lefr 
m his Kirk, untill chey receive inſtruction, and manifeſttheir refor- 
ma:1on:And theC ofFaith condeſcended on by the Aſſem= 
bly ofDivines, and approven by the Kirkof Scotland, in the Chap.. 
ter 


: (9) 

terof the Lords Supper, ſaith, That all ſoandalous and ignorant per- 
fons, as they are unhe to enjoy Communion with CHRIST, (o are 
they unworthy of the Lords Table, and ſo cannot without great 
fin againſt CHRIST (whilſt they remain ſuch) partake ot the 
holy Myſteries, or be admitted thereto. And for proof there of,ci- 
reth theſe Scriptures, « Cor. 11. 27, 28, 29. Wherefore whoſocver 
ſhall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord unworthi'y, 
fall be guilty of the body and blend of the Lord: But let a man 
EX Amen Get, and ſo lethon eat of that bread, and drink_of that 
op: For be that eateth and drinksth anworthily , eateth and drin- 
heth damnation to himſelf, not i: cerning the Lords body. 2 Cor. 
$- 14, 1 5416. For the love of conftrameth us, becauſe we thas 
judge, That if one died for all, then were all dead; «nd that be 
died for all, that they which live, ſhould not henceforth lwve 
ro themſelves, but to him that died for them, and roſe agam. 
Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the fleſh ;, yea, though 
we bave knows Chriſt after the fleſh, yet we henceforth know hum 
no more, 1Cor. 5.6, 7. Know ye not, that a little leavenleavencth 
the whole lump? Purge ont therefore the vid leaves, that ye may 
be a new lump, as ye are unleauencd. For even Chriſt ou paſſover 
is ſacrificed for us. v. 13. But them that are without, God judgeth: 
Ther:fne pat away from among your ſelves that wicked perſons 
2 Thell. 3.6, 14, 15. Now wecommand you, brethren, in the Name 
of our Lord Feſms Chrift , That ye withdraw your {clues fron; every 
brother that walketh dſarderly, and net after the traduion which 
berectived of us, And if any manobey not our word by this Epiſtle, 
note that man, and have no company with bum, that he may 6e 
aſbamed. Tet connt bim not as an enemy , but admoniſh bum 41 4 
brather, Mar. 5.6. Give not that which 1; holy unro dogs tueuber caſt 
ye youy pearls before ſwime,, leſt they trample them under ther fect , 
andturn again and rent you. 

As to the other,how the Rule of the Word,and Conſtitutions of 
this Kirk are keept inthis particular it needs not much be {puken , 
the tranſgreſſion being ſo palpable & common that they who runs 


. may read, theſe particular taults may be taken notice of in order 


to this point * «, To ſay nothing, that in ſome places, few or none. 
at all are excluded for ignorance, but that perſons being once come 
roſuch an age, arcadmitred, and being oace adminted, are nexer a« 
gain excluded : There is in many Congregations lice or 2Ocarets 
D313 examin,, 
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examine,or take any notice ofthe knowledge of all perſonsindiffe- 
rently , ſomething being done im referenceto ferrancs, andthele of 
the poorer ſort, but maſters of families and thoſe of the richer ſort 
for the moſt part negleted, takingit for granted (as ic were) that 
they have knowledge, whenindeed many of them are groſly 
rant , and ought becauſe of their ignorance to be debarred. z.That 
the bare repeating ofche Lords Prayer, the Belief, or:en Comman- 
dements, or anſweting a Queſtion or two of the Catechiſme by 
rot-rime (as we fay) when nathingoſrhe meaning is underſtood , 
is by many taken tor knowledge ſufficient. 3. There is not ſouſh- 
cient care to take notice of all ſcandals and ſcandajous perſons , in 
which reſpett there is a twofold groſs neglect: r Thatthe ſcandal 
of omiſſion of Duty is norrtaken notice of, as well as the ſcandal of 
commiſſion of fin, notwichitanding that the Acts and Conſtituti- 
ons of the Kirk make expreſs proviſion for the one aſwel as tor the 
other, as may be ſeen in their Ads againſttheſe whoabſent them- 
ſelves on the Lords day from the Publick ies 9 God, and a» 
gainft maſters of families who negle@ to pray in their family, and 
others of that nature. 2. The many ſcandals of commiſlion are alſo 
neglected , ic bring a cuſlom in many Congregations to take notice 
only of Fornicators and Adukerers, and workers on the Lords day, 
and ſuch as theſe; but do negle@ Tiplers, Drunkards , Swearers, 
Lyars, Deceivers of their Neighbors , Fighters, Oppreſlors, Extor- 
tioners , Covetous perſons, and many others who walk contra 
to the Goſpel; whereas it is expreſly provided by the Diſcipline 
of this Kick, inthe yearr587. that if the Elderſhip perceive any 
thing in the Congregation cirher evil in the example,or ſcandalous 
in manners, and not beſceming their profeſſion , whatſoeverit be 
that may ſpot the Chriſtian Congregation, yea rather whatſoever is 
not to edification, ought not to eſcape admonition or puni , 
or higher degree of Kitk-Cenſure, as 2 Cor. 2.6, Swfſicent to ſuch 
a man is this prniſhment which was influtted of - 3- That 
many fuch as have been judicially convicted of: us faults, 
are preſſed and received intoa publick profeſſion of BR epentance , 
when as indeed there is no real evidences of Repentance , yer by a 
profeſſion therofare pur in a capacity to come to the Lords Table : 
By theſe waies it comes to paſs that many ignorant and ſcandalous 
perſons are admitred who ought to be excluded ; which certainly 
is a fearful fin, as may appear intheſe and many other reſpeRs : 
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1. It hinders many poor fouls from ſearching after knowledge,and 
from departing from iniquity, and hardens them in their ignorance 
and lewdnefs. 2, It cauſeth them t6 frohane the precious bloud of 
the Covenant, and to eat and drink ation to themſelves. 3. It 
makes the i and ſcandalous promiſcuouſly partakers of, the 
ſcals ofthe ant of Grace withthe truly godly. 4. It provokes 
the Lord todepart from hisOrdinances,and forſake his Temple,be- 
cauſe of ſuch diſhonour ro his Name. g. It brings on the judgment 
of God on particular perſons and the whol Land. Laſily,it grieves 
and tumbles the godly amongſt our ſelyes , and expoſes our ſelves 
and the Ordinances of Chriſt therein , to contempt and reproach 
amongſt others. 

The FourrhConfequent which is named to follow on the reſting 
upon outward and bare forms, is the keeping in of many continual- 
ly & openly profane in the fellowſhip of this Kirk , by which is 
meant the negleR of caſting out ſuch from the fellowſhip ofthe kirk 
by the ſentence of excomunication; for certainly theſe who do wil- 
fully continue in their ignorance from year to year, lighting the 
means of knowledge, and refuſing to be inſtructed, or to learn the 
way of the Lord : And theſe CONE - continue in an «> 

ity , making a ton of repentance, and ſtil g 
- cir wicked wy Mr ſuſftens clad takenon them , aye 
lighting other inferior Kirk Cenſores, ought to be caſten out as dry 
and withered, corrupt and rotten branches, andnot to be looked 
as Members of the Kirk of GOD. Naw. 1 5. 30. But the ſoul that 
doth enght preſumptuonſly, whether he be born im the Land, or « 
firanger; ame reproacheth the Loyd, and that ſon! ſhall be 
our off from amongſt bis People, Pſal. go. 16, 17. Buttothe wic- 
hed God ſaith, What haſt rhow to do to declaremy Statmres, or that 
them ſpouldeſt take my Covenant in thy month , ſering thou hareſt m- 
firaflion and cafterb my Wards behinds thee? IM ar. 18.18. Fertil 
1 ſay nuts you, Wharſorvey you ſuall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound 
in Heaven, And therfore it is provideyirithe old Acts of the Aſ- 
ſembly of this Kirk, that who will remain ignorant in 
the principal f Salration , ſhall be Excomthunicared: And 
that _——_— Family fhail be commanded, eirherro inſtra&t 
his Chi and Servanry, or cauſe them be inſtruted ; and if rhey 
wiilnot, the Kirk ſhall proceed againſt them. The Gen. Aſſembly 
at Edmbvrgh in the year 1648. an the Overtures for the remedy 
of: 
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of Grievances and common Sins of the Land , provided, That per- 
ſons often guilty of groſs ſcandals, beExcommunicated more ſum- 
matily thea Che Proceſs, except there be more then ordinary 
ſigns & an eminent meaſure of repentance,made known totheSel. 
ſions and Presbyterie. Beſides theſe four, the Article alſo mentions 
many other ſad and feartul conſequents unto the prop ing of all 
the Ordioances of God, and rendring thera bare , barren and fruit. 
leſs tous. And there is noqueltion , but that formality in profeſli. 
on, and reſting upon, and idolizing outward and bare forms,brings 
out many ſad conſequents beſides theſe; ſuch as the llighting by 
many , and mocking by ſome, the work of the Spirit, not ſeeki 
after communion and fellowſhip with God in Ordinances, not 
ſtudying © know, and be humble for the iniquity 6four Holy 
things, not ſeeing a need, and imploying of JESUS CHRIST 
for (trength, and acceptance in all our performances; and turning 
the living God to a dumb Idol : and many others that are menti= 
oned and ſpokento, inthat Paper publiſhed by che Commſlion, 
concerning the contempt of the Guſpel. 
The Fonrth eAriicle. 

The f.urth Artcle hath two parts; the firſt whereof relates te 
the negle& of Family- worſhip: which though ic be agrievous ſin, 
which provokes the Lord to pour out his wrath on a People, Fer. 
10.25. Pour out thy fury on the Heathen that kyow thee not , and 
«x the families that call not on thy Name. Yet there be many Ma- 
ſters of Famiiics amongſt all ranks of perſ:ns, Noblemen, Ba- 
rons, Gentlemen, Burgeſles, Commons , and even ſome Miniſters 
who lic under ihe guilt ; nay, there be bur few in which the plu- 
rality will not be Pund to __—_ » ornever to have pratifed the 
Duty : Inſtance is given in the Article of Great men, (Nobles, 
Barons, Gentlemen and Burgelles of ſpecial note) becauſe very few 
are to be found among(t theſe who make conſcievce to call on the 
Lords Name in their Families, ſome of them turning over the Du. 
ty wholly on a Chaplain, or ſome other perſon in the Family; and 
others of them having noſuch Duty in their Families performed at 
all , cicher by themſelves, or by any other, they being either un- 
able, or aſnamed and unwilling to do it; whereas great and eminent 
perſons have accounted it their duty and glory, and have followed 
it with much conſcience and care,as may be inſtanced in Abrabaws, 
Gen. 18, 19, For 1 know bim, that be will command bis children , 
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I ISIEEST 
| i} nnre you to ſerve the | h 

ye- will ſerve whether the gods that your ſarved who wore 
on thi. ether fide of the fload, or the gods of the Amnorvites iu wheſe 
Land ye dwel: but as for me, and mybouſe we wil ſerve the LORD. 
And'iin Devid, 2 Sew.6.2:0, Then David rerurned to bleſs bis 
honuſheld, This woful negle@t of fo neceſſary and profitable a duty, 
eſpecially in the Families of great Ones, uſually arrended with 
[the negleR of catechiling and inſtruRing of Children and Servants, 


in the nn: rd, and prefling and cxercifing them unto 
Prayer religious Dutics, as it is agreac fin God, 
the height whereof is encreaſed by their therein, after 
folema publick confeſſion thereot , aniengaging to the contrary, 
in the year 1648. andivexpreſlyto beſcen in the ſolemn , publick 

of Coe, and to duties; ſoirtis the cauſe of 
much ignorance of God, iſm and looſneſs , prophanity , dif- 
order A Families : and not only IT 
hinderance cot i others who walks af- 
eter their exatnple, but any nes. we thy rr 
on themſelyes and on their Families , and brings down upon them 
many j ts and curſes from the Lord. The other parrofthe 
Article + #qpanm nmr Ws are es and the re- 
proaching , wage and ing the godly : A ſin, 
as ir is great init ſelf, Gem. 2.1. 9. And Sarah ſaw the ſon of Hagar the 
BEgytian which ſbe bad born unto Abraham mocking. Gal. 4. 18, Now 
we; yenbren, as Haxc was, are the children of r: Bat 4s 
then'be who was born after the fleſh, perſecmied bimwho was born 
after the Spirit , even ſs it id now. Pl. 14:6. Tehave ſvamed the coun- 
ſol of. the yoor 3 becauſe the Lordi buovefuge. a; 8. 18. Brbold, 1 
and the children whom the Lard bath given nee © are for fignt, and 
for wonders in liracl, from the Lord of Hoſts who dweleth in 
«A rn Sion/ Ahts 9. 4 eAndbe fell 19therarth, and heard avoice 


te lraw ; Saul ,) Sau), . riwwme > And dra 
Janine en a why perſecaneſt wes 


” . 


| of wibulation fromthe Lord. 2 The. » 6 Se 

mg' 49 4 with the Lord to vecompenſt tribulation 

10. them. wihoch trouble you? foit ſeems to be a moaſtruous fin a- 

mongſt aProple , makiogprofeſſion of Reformation, and who are 
| E 
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ſo ofren covenanted to God in ſo ſolemn a way, and yer hathic 
prevailed and aboundedexceedingly this year bygone ; in Court, in 
Country in Cigionvie Julio: inthe Army, and every where 
thr the Land; was made an off endey fora word, 
and tre that deperitd. from imquity, made himſelf a prey. | Tt was 

quarrel enough, notto haverunwithorhers to the (ameexe 
riot: They who would not bediſaftefted and difolure, behooved 
to be cſtcemed enemies to their Country : they who ſtudied to 
make conſcience of holy Duties, and keep their integrity , were 
flandered as SeRaries, and complyers with SeQaries , and were not 
only expoſed to the ſcourge of rongues, bur alſo toche violence and 
. oppreſſion of malignant,graceleſs and prophane mentNeither were 
Magiſtratcs and Miniſters free of this fin, bureven-ſundry of theſe 
who ought to have protected , encouraged and countenapeed the 
godly, were as pricks in their eyes , and thornvin theirſides ; nor 
only by withdrawiog their countenance from them, giving way 
to others , to revile, opprels and perfecute them, but by imploying 
their own gifts and power in Judicatories , and Pulpits , and other- 
waics, for keepingthem down , and making them hateful and odi- 
ous to others amongſt whom they live. And whileſt we are 
ſpeaking of theic _ » Wecannot but mention the great preju- 
ice and enmity which many Miniſters had agam the exerciſes of 
godlineſs and duties of mutual edification , together with the great 
blot brought upon piety , and the great blow given totheexercife 
of godlinels by the At of the Allembly at Aberdeen, norrepented 
of by the Kirk of Scotland, nor repealed to this day t' and the great 
neglct of the duties of mutual edification amongſ{ttheLords Mi- 
niſters and People, after there was allowance given forthe (ate 
by the following Aflemblies, and theſuffering of many gifcleſsand 
unproficable Miniſters not gifted of God roedific hisPeople , to 
continue inthe Miniſtry ; whereby it comes ro paſs that many. gra- 
cious People were neceſhitated cither ro- want edification in+ the 
Publick Ordinances, or to fall under the cenſure of fuch Atis made 
againſt ſuch as did uſually withdrawe from the Ordinances: and 
Miniſtry oftheir own Pariſh Churches. This ſin oNharing ang boa- 
ring down the power ofgodlinefs, and perſecoringthe godly pwes 
accompanied with another, which is meprioned ain the Arricle, 
to wit , The countenancing and empleying the v y and pro- 
phanc , a thingthat the godly mans ſoutabborred, 6 12-1-4. 
: _ Tud;e 
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we, 0 Lord, for 7 have walked inmineaunegrity , Theve 
alſo in the Lord, therefore 1 ſballnetfide. Examin we , O 
Lord, and prove wwe, ity my a3 rems; For thy 
kmnducſſe 1s before mine £361, and walkgd in thy trath. I 
have net fir with vain perſons, neither will ] go wihdifſemblers, 
&c. And ſo throughoue the Plalm, Plalm 101.4, 5. ef frowerd 
heart ſball depart from me, I will not kyow a mcked perſon. Whoſe 
provily ſlandereth his neigbbour , him will 1 emtoff : Himthat hath 
4 proud heart, and an higb look will I not ſuffer. Plalm, 139. 21, 
22. Domet 1 hate them, O Lord, that bate thee? And. am not 1 
grieved with theſe that riſe up againſt thee? I bate them with 

hatred: I count then mune enenits. 23. v. Starchma, O 
Lord , and know my heart: try me, and kyow my theughts, And 
yet , hath it not gotten great footing amongſt us, and made wicked 
mengetupthe head, and wickedneſlc to grow and abound every- 
where ? The wicked walkon every fide , when the vileſt men arr exal- 
ted , Plalm «: 2. laſt verſe. 


R 5. «Article, 
e fifth Article ſpeaks of Covetauſneſle and Cnnnn , the 
one .as the root, the othcr, as the fruit effect there 


We need not to infiſt to ſhew what a fin the loveof the Wor 
and Covyetouſneſle is, the Scripeures hold it forth as Idolatry , Col, 
j- 5. AC ortific therefore your members which are on the earth , 
fornic ation, ancleanneſſe , mordinate affection, evil comeupſcence , 
and covetouſneſſe which is Idolatry, ws the root of all evill. 1 Tim, 
6. 10, For the love of money us the rect of allevil, which while ſome 
men have covned after, they baveerred from the faith, and prerced 
thewſeloes through with many ſorrows: As that whichis inconſ- 
ſtent with the love of God. 1 Foh.2. 15, Love not the World, 
weicher the things that are in the world. 1f any man love the World , 
the love of the Father 1s nat in bra. As that which makes the Lord 
wroth with men. Iſai. 57.17. For the anquity of his covetouſnes was 1 
wroth, and [mote him: | bid my ſelf and was wroth , andbe went ow 
frowardly in the way of b13 heart, Andtoabhor them, Pſalm 10. z. 
The wicked beafteth of his hearts deſire » and bleſſeth the covetoms 
whows the Lord abborreth. As that which brings the curſe of 
God on them and on their families, Hab. 2.9, 10, 11. Wore hine 
that coveteth an evil covetonſneſſe to bu houſe, that be may ſet ve” 
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weft on high , that be may be delivered fromthe power of evil: Thew 
haſt conſulted ſhame to thine benſe , by ewtting of manypeople , and: 
haſt fund againſt thy ſonl;g Berthe ftoner ſhelters outef the mall, 
and the beam ont of the tinibey ſhall anſwey it. Andcthough ir have 
in it all theſe and many other miſchicfs andevils, yerhathie 
. taken hold-on, and doth cleave cloſely to many of all ranks in 
the Land in their carriage and aQtings : Db not the Body of the 
People ſpend their time in _ after the things of a preſeac 
wankls and according as they proſper, or are crolled in theſe 
things, accordingly do they think them(clves happy or miſerable. 
And there be Miniſters not a few, that as they entered, ſo do 
follow the work of the Miniftery forthe things of a. preſent. 

and are more for caring for theſe things,thenfor the fouls commir- 
red to their charge , and more cager in purſuingaoencreaſe and 
augmentation in theſe things, then in purſuing the things that con- 
cern the beating down of Satans Kingdom , and the promoving of 
the Kingdom of the Lord JESUS CHRIST, And hence allo ic 
is as froma main cauſe that Miniſters not a few, prove unfaithfull 
in their duty, and unſutable in a day of temptation, rather chooſi 

ro forbear to reprove and cenſure the faults of theſe who may bring 
prejudice to them in things worldly,ratherthen to offend themgand 
rather chooſingto become neutralland indifferent,or ly with 
evill courſes, then to hazard the loile of their ſtipends,but eſpecially 
the fad and wofull fruit of this wofullevill appears in Maſters to 
their ſervants, Landlords to their Tenents, Magiſtrats and Rulers 
ro theſe over whom they bear rule , Judges to theſe who come be«= 
fore them, Advocatsand Procuratorsto their Clients;Clerks, Com- 
miſlars and Colleors to theſe with whom they have todo; Offi 
eers and Souldiers in the Countrey where they bear charge, yea. 
and amongſt the Commons themſelves , where they have any 
pu_ one over another ; The Lord hath forbidden co opprefie an 

ired ſervant, and hath commanded at his day to give bim his 
hire: Deut. 24. 14, 15. Thou ſhalt not oppreſſe an biyed ſtrvant that 
is poor and needy, whether bebe of thy brethren, or of thy trangers 
that are 1% the land within thy gates , at bis daythen ſhalt a 
has hve, neither ſhall the ſun go down upon it: for he 14 peor and needy, 
avd. ſerteth bus beart upon it, leſt he cry wnto the Lord againſtther, and 
it be fn wnto thee, Yet behold, thy hire of the labourer is by many 


Maſters keeped back violently. & fraudulently , and this cryerh 
nato 


LIMI 


SIPs  _ of theLord ofhoſts. Zam. 5, 
4+ Bebold, the hire of the laboxrer which bave reaped down your fields, 
which is of you kept backby frand,, cryath; andthe cryes of them which 
have reaped, heave enrred into the ears of the Lord of ſabbath. The 
oppreſiion of Landlords to their Tenents, are ſo many ard ſo ex= 
orbitant, that they cannot eaſily be reckoned, the Lands for the 
moſt part ſet by them at a dearer rate thenthe Tenentscan pay the 
Duty , and live in anptollerable condition themſelves; andthere- 
fore are they forced with their wives and children to drudge con- 


what from morning till evening ; by which it comes 


wo that their lives is buc a kindof laſting bondage and ſlavery, 
that they have ncither time nor encouragement for ſerving 
—_— themſelves in their Families, or for breeding ther 
children in knowledge, vertue and piety. Secondly,Beſide the Rent 
of the Land condeſcended on, they alſo lay on them many burdens 
and taxations in an arbitrary way by their Bailiffs ave Courts, and 
atherwayes at their pleaſure, ſuch as ſervices of all forts beyond 

pation and agreement, and quarterings;and beſide the putting cut 
of the Foot, andthe burden thereof , ſometime the burden of put- 
ting out the Horſe ,- and the bearing of agreat part, or the whole 

Monethly MaintecanceandSelle. Thirdly , Thegiving of ſhere 

Laces of Lands, and removing them therefrom , and raking away 

what they have when they grow poor, and are not able to pay, or 

cl(c if they thrive, by beighcening and augmenting their Farms and 

RB ent, by which means it hath in the righteaus judgment of GOD, 

occalioned that Tenents in many places prove undutifull to their 

Maſters, and deny to them theſe things which in conſcience and 
reaſon they are obliged to perform. And for the Rulers, albeit we be 

far from j@jning illue withtheſe who from diſ-atfetiontotheWork 
of Gob Lathe In{truments thereof,didtraduce and ſpeak cevill of 
thole whom G OD ſet over us in their charge, andevenin the 

impoſing of the molt neceſlary burdens, and in the moſt moderate 
and equall way , yet we cannot but acknowledge and bemoan the 

great reproach that hath been brought onthe chief Judicatories of 
the Land,and on the Work of Gov,by the feltshnefs and particula« 
rity of ſome perſons of note therein , who not only contrary tothe 
pratice of good Nebemiab, who would not eat the bread of the 

Governour, took large allowance for their attendance on Publick 
Aﬀairs; and notwithſtanding that they had ſufficicat eſtates of 
E 3 their 
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their own, but alſo abuſed their power and moyen forexatingand 
imploying ſummes of Money for themſelves, and for their friends 
and followers , while in the time ſmall regard washad crothe 
condition of theſe from theſe fammes were exadted, orto 
the equali{upplying of the condition of orhbers, ro-whomaes much 
and poſſibly more in deſert and juſtice was due, av'to theſe ro 
whom thofe Moneyes my given. Weſhall not inſiſt on the bri- 

that hath been amongſt Judges, the cunning, cozenage,/and 
—— pilferings and ah hath been crane Advocas, 
Procurators, Commillars, Clerks and ColleQors:many of them have 
made haſte to be rich , and have by the Bench, by che Purſepby the 
tongue and by the Pen , heaped up much treaſure ,- ay& made con 
queſt of Lands and Eſtates, but with an evil corfcience , becauſe ic 
hath been the gain of bribery and injuſtice and lying and deceir , 
violence and opprefſion ; but _—_ no ſort of perfoas-hath 
theſe fins of coveteuſnelle and oppreſſion more appeared and pre- 
vrailed then amongſt many of the ehief Officers and Souldiers in 
our Armies, inſomuch that tnany 6f theſs who were raiſed for the. 
Lands proteQion and defence , have been their mitolleradle burden 
and plague , and have by their moſt exorbitant; viohgne,ty rannical? 
and inſatiable exations, made the lives of the Ih nts bitrer,, 
and a burden to them : What intervertingofLevits ;- what falſe 
Muſters , what exorbitant exattions above theLawfor men'and 
horſe and Arms; what Qunarterings andcotetouy ſabtile oppreſ- 
ſing devices of many ſorts for getting of Money have been amongſt 
Offcers ,and what plundering of Goods,deſtroying of Corns,taking 
and robbing of Moneyes, railing upon, and beating and wounding 
the poor people : what exceſſive cating anddrinking, and unpla- 
cableneſle in their diet , not ſatisfying themſelres with ſuch fare as 
people could afford ro them, but kilhng their Kine and Sheep, and 
what ever came m their way : and how many other things of that 
kind hath been amongſt Souldiers, and what exorbitancies and op- 
preflions, whereof the negligence and over-ſight of ſome great ones 
and officers in our Armies,was not the leaſt cauſc;for they not bein 
able ro ſhake their hands of diſhoneſt gain themſelves, did ofren- 
times wink at,nay fometimes obſtru&rthe purging out ,and puniſh« 
ing of others ; Amongſt other effe4s of Covetouſneſle, inſtance is 
given in the cloſe of the Article of the great Inſolencies and op- 
preſſion of many in our Armies in England and Ireland, — 

c 


(9) 
fearfull oſtheLand in he matter of Valuation andExciſe, 


boch of which were dreadfull and herridle j0ns: The firſt 
of them as jt was © grievous burden a our Bretbren jo Exgland and 
Ireland, and did-<excecdingly them at this:Nation and the 


Work of G OD in their hands; ſo we make no queſtion but it 
is one of the insthat GOD js pointing at now io a ſpeciall man- 
ner in. the rads wherewich he now chaſtiſethus. The echer of 
them though liule adverted to, or laidco heart, aracknowledged 
to this day, yet is a fewfull guilt which many inthe Land ly un- 
der: How many in the matrer of Valuations , that Lands might be 
valued at a low rate, did ſwear falſely? And how many were there 
who were Inſtrumentall to cauſe others to ſwear fallely? And 
ſome Judges for their own advantage and intereſt, did connive 
thereat : And-many likewiſe did ſwear falilcly in cxciſeable goods. 
Refore we cloſe what relates tothis Article , we deſire that theſe 
Scriptures may be conſidered, in reference tothe 6ns mentioned 
there, as the fruits of the love of the World and Cove: ouſneſle. 
Job. 35.9. By reaſon of the multutude of epreſſions they make the 
oppreſſed to cry, they cry ont becanſe of the arm of the mughty , 

wt none ſaith, where 1s God? Oc. Plal.62.10, Truſt not in 
oppreſſion , become not vam in robbery: If ruhes encreaſe, [«t 
wer your hearts on theres. Plal 82.2, How long will ye judge unwſt- 
ly » and accept the perſonof the wicked ? Proverb. 14.31. He that 
oppreſſeth the poor , reproacheth bis maker ; but be that honowreth 
bum , bath mercy on the poor. Yroverb. i 5. 27, He that is greedy 
of gain, be ns ar bis own bouſe; but he who bareth gifts, ſhall 
bve, Prov. 22.16. He that oppreſſeth the poor , toencreaſe bis ri- 
ches ; avd be that giveth ro the ruh , ſbal ſurely come to want, Prov. 
28.3. af poor man that opgreſſeth thy pavr ,\ 15 ths aſweepmy ran 
thet leaverh ne food, Veric $8. He who by wſury andunpſt gan cre 
ereaſeth ys ſubſtance , he ſhall gather it for lym that prty the 
poor. 20, \Verle. of faubfull manſbal abonndwith bleſſings ; but 
be who wakgth baſte to be rich, ſhall not be myocent. kechel. 7. 7. 
Sarely oppreſuon maker 4 wiſe may med, and 4 gift defiroyeth 
the beart. Mai. 1.21, 22,23, 24. How 14 the farthful oty become 
a barlati 1t wes full of judgement, and righteonſueſſe lodged uw 
#z bot now wwrderers: Thy ſilver is becyme aroſe, thy wane' 
wore with water. Thy proces are rebellious, and companions of 
theeves : every ope loueth gifts, and follownth afterrewards : they 
' judge 
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judge mt the fatherleſſe , neither doth the cauſe of the widw comp 
uno them. ſaith the Lord , the Lord of boſts, themighty 
one of Iſracl, Ab, | pes ao of nine aderrfuriey, Seaton. 
we of weine enemies.” Iſai. 4/4234 3,104.0 5. tim. Ou 
are oppreſſors, and women rule over them. , they 
which lead thee, canſtthee toerre, and; 
The Lord flandeth ap to plead , Fryer ms the 
The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of bis people, 
and the Princes thereof : For ye bave eaten wp the wineyard , the 
ſpoil of the poor is in your bouſes. What meas ye that ye beat my 
pe e to pitces , and grind the faces of the poor, ſaith the Lord God 
ts. Iai. 5. 7. eAndhe lookedfor judgment, butbebold 

Ke. and for r glteouſneſſe, but behold a cry, y. Verſe; Of ork 
ſaith the Lord a of Hofts , many bouſes fball be deſolate, 
aud far without fobalaend, % v. 23. Which juſtific the wes fo for 
reward, & take away the righteouſnes of the reg ht eos frons hind, 
Ia. 10. 1, 3. Wo wntethem that decree wnrighteons decrees, and that 
write yrievouſneſs which they have preſcribed: To turn afide the 
needy from judgment , and 10 take away theright from the proy 
my Pro *, that widows may be their prey, and that they may ro 
the fatherleſi. «And what wil ye do inthe day of viſitation, and'in 
the deſolation which ſbal come from far? To whom wil ye 

help? and where wil you leave byte ? Wwhout me t Pay we 
bow down wnder the priſoners, and they al fall wnder the fs 
for all this bis anger is not turned away, but his band i: ftretched 
owt full, Ia. 33. 15. He that deſpiſeth the gain of 0 Wow, that 
ſbaketh bis hands from holding of briber, that th bis cars 
from hearing of blowd, and ſbutteth his eyes from ſeeing woul 1 He 
ſhal dwell oy nigh :  berylace of def Ace ſhalhe the nary f rocks. 
__ 6.6.7. Forthur bark ihe (fox porn ſaid, Hew ye down wees, 

and caſt a monnt againſt Jeruſalem: this 15 rhe Cay 16 be wiffted 

foe is wholly © in the midſt of ber. As 4 ſountain cafterh 
out ber waters, ſs ſhe caſteth out ber wickedueſs: Vielewce and 
ſpoil is beard in her: before me continually is grief and wounds. 

or. 5. 26. For amonrſ} my People are rg eye men or 
watt 41 he that ſetteth ſnares , they ſit 4 trap they tadob mes; 
27. As atageis fullef birds, ſv are their box fes fubef derek 
fore are they become great, and waxen rich... Verſ, rb, es 
waexen fat,” they ſhine; yea, EE 


of thy parks. 


af of 1 arr yo typo 


Gn i Verl, 29. SOT 
s ith the Lordi ad oy obyodg Fig ed on 
Nation 43-this? Jer. 22. 13. Ir ks bis 

02 Ito 


} mrigharafues, and bit chambers by wron 

s ſervice without wager, and gives bim net for bi 
IO That ſaith, 1 wt nil ws Side banfe. large 
chambers, and catteth him out windows, and i 1: cieled with ce- 
dar, and painted with vermilion. Verl. 15. Shalt thow reign be- 
cauſe thes cloſeſt thy ſelf in cedar? did not thy father tat and 
drink, and de judgment and juſtice, dndthen it was well with bam? 
Verſ 16. Hejudjedthe caaſe of th and needy, then it we; well 
with bim : was net this to know me, ſauththe Lord? V.17. Bat thine 
os and thine heart are notbar for > coveronſnes, and for to ſhed 


innocent blond, and for oppreſſion, and for wielence rode it. Exck, 
22.13» Behold therefore ” bave nag wine band at thy diſhoneſt 
gitin which thow haſt made , at the blowd which hath been m 


the midſt of thee, Verl. 29. "The People of the Land have uſed op» 
preſſion, and exerciſed robbery , et en arr or and ne Y: 
yea, they haveoppreſſed the ſtr or wrong fully. Hol. 7. 1. Whes 1 
would have healed 0 Iael the ben the iniqunt yof «.ariyy" wes d:ſcove- 
red, and the wickedneſs of Samatia: for rage fac falſhood,and the 
ws cometh in , and the troups of robber: ſpoil withomr, Amos z, 
0, For they bnow not to do right, ſath the Lord, whe ftore uy 
nddery and violence in their for fu. ver. 11, Thereforethus auth the 
Lord God. «An adverſary there ſ1albe , even round about the Land , 
and be jbal —— roy thy ftrength, from thee and thy pale» 
ces ſhal be [} ver.15. «And! hd 7 oat ſite the winter bou/e,with 
the ſummer bouſe wes of Tvexy ſhall periſb, and the great 
honſer ſhall bave an cud, [ſaith the Lord. Mic. 3. 11. The Heads 
Se judge for reward , and the Priefts thereof, teach for hire, and 
the Prophers thereof divine for money; yet will they lean on the Lord 
and ſay, Is not the Lord amongſt us, none evil can come mpon us} 
yer. 12, Therefore ſhall Sion for their ſakes be plowed like 4 field, 
and [eruſalem ſval become beapst, andibe LM onatam of the Houſe, 
pd: places of the Forrefi Zeph. 3. 1,Wo to ber that ii filtby and 
1 the ow City. ver. 3. Her Princes within her 
+ ber 0 are ravenons Wolves, they graw not 
the bones bows of yoo worrew, verl. 8. — wait ye upon me | Jos 
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Lord, til. T rift wp42 for the prey , my determination ix to 
the Lord, ti ty lor lat rs} a3 ny CHIS 


ther the IN ations, that 7 may 4 «7 max 
pour Our on them meine ind; ation, even vm Rives anger: or alt 
the Eqrth Jha! be deveured with the fre of my jealogſe, eph..1. 8+ 
In the ſame dyy wil 1 puſh [ther wha [eq on the threſbaid,, whe 
fil their maſters honſes with violence and decents Fx09. $242 14 2.24 
23, 24+ Te ſhal neither vex @ ſtranger, nor oppreſs him; for ge were 
ftirangers in the Land of Egypt. Then ſhalt not affixit xy widay , or 
fatherleſs child ;, if thow afflu them in any wayes , nudthty ory a; al 
wito me, J will ſwrely hegr their cry, and my wrath ſha penien 
1 will kill you withthe ſword, and yowr wine; ſhallbewidows , 
Jour children fatherleſs, 
The Sixth Article. Sl 
The ſixth Article relates to the abuling and proſtitating the 
Publick Faith of the KingJlom, in the way of borrowing of Mo- 
nics and otherwiſe: which noqueſtion is not one ofthe lea? pro- 
vyoking Publick fins in the Land. As priyate men ought ſofarta 
hve ak faith and credit in eſtimation , for the love of cighteoul- 
nels and truth, as not to engage the ſame but when they do ſin» 
cerely intend, and really endeavor to perform whiat they iſe: 
ſo much more ought Likcperſons, a0 theſudicatogies of aLand 
have ſuch regard to che Publick Faith of a Nation , as nec to engage 
the ſame , but when there be ſome real purpoſes, and honeſt endes- 
vors to fulkil it: Becauſe the proſticuring and breach of Publick- 
Faith, asitis an high provocation beforeGod, ſo it is a great deal 
tore pernitious, reproachful , Nanderous, and injurious, and of a 
worſe exampleamongſt men , eſpetially when it becomes common 
and is uſed asa Nate engine, to draw in mens propriety ram them, 
under a vail and ſhadow of righteonſneſs,, and is attended with a 
kind of conſlraint upon men, to take the Publick Faith for ſecurity, 
as it was in this Land, Job 15,4. Tea, than cafteft off fear , and re> 
ſliraineſt prayer before God. Plalm 37. 21. The wicked betronah 


414 payeth not again: but the righteous. ſhewerh mercy an giver, 
before 
are 


Wa. 59. 12, 14, 14+» For our iranſgreſhons are muwltiphc 
thee , and our fins 1eſtific tryR; ;' our —_—_— 
withur, and wi our iniquuics we know them. tn tranſgreſbng 
and ly.m1 againſt the Lord, and m departing away from our God; 
ſpexking oppreſſion and revolt, conceruiny and witering from the 
*Ivt 037 di of falſhooud. And jud;ment 11 tarned away backward , 
- and. 
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jafice fandeth 4 faq off: for trath is fellen inthe firert , and 
pts cannot enicy. Tis, dr e/s Fr; de} Lo from 
exi{ maketh bimſelf @ prez., And the Lord faws, andic d[ſpleafed 
hantbat thers wa: w j 


; Srventh Article, 
| The ſcyenth Article mentions rwo ins that many of this Land 
are guilty of, in heir fill taking of the National Covenant, and 
ſolemn League ard Covenant, and renewing thereof, The firſt 
whegeof is, The ;gnocancethat wasio mapy , ot the want of the 
neceſlary knowledge af thethings contained in the Covenanrs. The 
Locd requires of al tbo(ethat rake an oath , That they doit in judg- 
ment ,. Fer: 4. 2. Andiban {batt ſwear , T be Lordliveth in truth, on 

| ſs, and in judgment , and the Natons ſhall bleſs thene- 
ſelves up hem, That is, they take. it with ſuch a meaſure of 
diſcretion, judgment andunderſtanding, as is needful for men in 
their ſtation, in order to the Duty which by their Oath they tic 
themſclves to. But it is beyood queſtion that many inthe Land 
do (wear theſe Comnenca hho ets knowledge and underilan- 
Jing of the heads thereof, ſo far as was needful for thems.in theic 
lation; who when they were iled onthe particulars ,, do 
kaowy liule or ngthing theyeoh: Which, no doubr is ege cauſe why 
they bave ſo little minded and followed, anddo (olittle mindand 
follow the duties contained thenine Jets. 4 And Þ ſaid, Surt- 
ly theſe are poor , they are. faeliſh; far they know not the way of the 
Lord , nor the jadgment of their Ged. The other is, The taking of 
theſe Carenancs withoug.ceality and ſincerity » in order to the yer- 


formagce thereof: Which was to (wear not in truth , as the Lord 
requiceih. Jer. 4..2+ Land thax ſbelr ſwear , The Lord leveth , Oc. 
net falſly. HoCl. 10, 4. They bave ſpoken words , ſwearing fa(ſ'y 
making 4 Covenant; thus gundgavent ſ"ringeth up as bemlech in the 
farrom: of the field, And withan heare thar was noc right , & ther- 
tore have chey not been ſtedfaſtin the Covenant, Plal 78. 36, 37. 
XN everiaeleſs , thay. did fatter bum with ther month, and did je 
to him wh they t ; for thean heart was, net right with bam , 
neuber. wers. they. fiedfaſt hu Cavepant. 1 hejudgments therefore 
meationedto-haye been ,in ome , example; in others, fear ; and in 
nota few, pripciples of policy, for attaining their awn ends. Other 
bad principles certaioly there were ip ſundry perſons, bekde theſe, 
but chele ace mcationed as the molt common, and « hich bas (va 
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by (44). 
with moſt of theſe wat] 4 either of ignorance, or of Hy» 
riſie in the entering inta thele Covenants. ' Many did rake the 
ational Covenant, in example of others, it being counted praiſe- 
worthy and ematenderia ag or a 6 war was then inthe 
Land ,toengage in ſuch aduty , andto be reckoned am there. 
pairers of the awe Many did take rhe -r7icrary. Cp 
Covenant, for fear; becauſe the refuſingto take it was artended 
both with Eccleſtaftical and Civif Cenſures;” and therefore did 
they rather chooſe" to hazatd on the Oarn'of GON; 
then to run theſe hazards amongſt Men; which doth nor yet 
condemn the injoyning the taking of theſe Covenants upon a good 
and warrantable principle. Tr is lawfull forthe Jadicatories of a 
Kirk and State to injoyn to men cohabitation wichrheir wives;and 
to children, obedience to their Parents ; roſubjets; obedience 
to their Magiſtrates, and ſuchlike under fuchreſpeRive relations: 
Yet as thels perſons fin againſt God if they gire obedience only 
from a principle of carnal fear; neicher doth the influence that 
theſe relations have on them make the commanding of theſe things 
under theſerelations to bea ſin, becauſe they arc in them{elves du» 
ties which are commanded of God, the negie@ whereofmay it re> 
gard of ſcandall be cenfured by the Kirk, andiin regard of rhe 
nay that redounds to the honour of God, and good of our neigh= 
ur, be puniſhed by the civil Magiſtrate; In cakingof both Co. 
venants though there were many whom a principle of the fear and 
love of God did more, yet there werenotafew, whomafter= 
diſcoyeries haye made manifeſt, who were ated thereto by carnal 
wiſedome and policie, for atraining their own baſe and corropt 
ends, fuch as riches , places ofpreferment, and lively hood, and 
eaſe; and hence mainly hath ifaed that ſin which followes in'the 
next Aiticle. The eighth efriicle, 

The following of the Work of God, purſuing the end$ef the 
Covenant-not in a holy and ſpirituall way, ſerting the Lord al 
wayes before our eyes, anda ing him in all our 
aceording to the direQion given us of God, which hath the promiſe 
of the Bleiling , P/alne ; 7; 5. Commit thy way to tht Lord, traff xlſv 
w bim, and bs ſÞall bring it to . Prov.s, 5,6. Truſt nz the 
Lerd with all thine brart; and lean not to thy own apo agrnk 5 
m all tby wayes acknowledge bim and b: [hal dire thy pars. Burt 
a.carual) politick way abuſing Gods Intereſt for our own intereſt 

- and: 
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and'ends, is a karulrunrlhon howorrr ive lite 
with ſpecious pretences,as is zeal againſt the houſe of fob 
2 Kings 10. 16. Cone with we, andſcermy zeal forrhe LORD; 
fd they made bim ride in bis chariot. Yet the Lord doth not ſubs 
panes WY Hef! 1.44 Andre LORD ſaid wno bam, 
Call bis N amee Fefreel, for yer 4 litle whilt and overs, tbe blond 
of Jcſrecl on the boſe of Jehu, audwill canſt toctaſe tbe Kingdom of 
the bows of 1ſracl. v. 5. Andit ſhall come to paſſe in that day that 1 
will break, thebow of Iſrac in the valley af Jeſree. 

t. Conſequent, Two Conſequents of this carnal wayare men- 
tioned , the one is the walking inche way efour own hearts, more 
then in cheCounſelofGod: For whenmens bearrs are nutſingle and 
ſreight in- reference ro agforp ered theylave notto walk 
accotding tothe fimpliciy Wordof Gbd , but turns ade te 
their crooked ways, ro chuſe ſuch carnd{ midis as ſeem moſt phau- 
kble co their carnal hearts, for compalling theircorrupt ends : a ia 
that was confeſſed inthe publick ſolemn Confeſſion of fins, inthe 
year 1648. And yet never have theſe crooked been more 
troden in, and-theſe counſels. of fleſh and blood been morchcac- 
kened to, then fince-that time, which is acc of the cauſes, why 
the ſword derb abide in or cities, and conſume eur brancbes and de 
vowrs:For this the Prophet threatens againlt Iſrael, becauſe of their 
own counſels; The other , Truſting more in thearm of ficth,then in 
the arm of the Lord ; which hath been a conſtant and continued 
fin in this Nation theſe years paſt; in dotingon multicudes , kill, 
and abilities of men , and numbers, and ſtrength of hocſcs, whence 
have iſſued the corrupt mixtures in our Acrmics.and theimploying 
ofall ranks ofperſons; tow malignant and prophane ſoever: what 
wonder then though our Armies have not proſpered 2 but have 
okentimes met with a curſe in ſtead of a bleſſing, Fer. 17. 5,6. 
Thas ſauh the Lord, Curſed be the mas that truſtetb-in man, 
andmaketh fleſbhis arm, and whoſe beart deparitth from the Lord , 
for he ſball be like the beath in the deſart , and ſhall not ſce when 
good cometh , but ſbail inhabit the parched places un the wilder- 
weſe in 4 ſalt Land, aud net inbabited. From this ſame fountain 
hach-procecded needleſs alicnation of mind, and eftrangedneſs of 
heart, on thelealt difference in judgment amongſt Brethren,often 
attended with-palſlios and ſpleen. Which makes our affcQion ra- 
ther to fayeur ous own imege ra che mage atChn was 
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and' our; zeal againſt malzgnancis; and ecrordid divers.tiraes break 


forth inc w 3 EIN» 21 a STR that did tum 
afide,' whereas it oughttohaye been accorapanicd with. Chiiftiap 


meckneſsand compaſtion, kms 

OA 2, )\'T&  Aath Artidle.. +, | 
- + TheNiath Article pecificsonc of che greateſt and malt comprer 
henſive and provoking ſias in'this Land, v3. Backflidivg ag toes 


ſh ll be filled 
from bmeſolf - Fr, 
of Iſi.itb\' fairb tbe Lotdir for q21 4 Ado 
them , thus fath the Lord Le ark ear ard net are Sal bs 
away , and b return? v, ps then rr T4 > yer 
idenbath , by 4 perperneal : thutang t- not t TS 
Foſs ts return, - V6. I bearktned. and beard.; hun abcy ofpatt v9 
arigbt ' HO man repented bin of hb. wick dreſs, I fagag WV bu bane d4 
done : everyontturndth to > cour [eas thetbanſarufbotth inte thy bats 
tel. v.7. Teas thr ftork a ths Heauens lnavat hen appaintedinmes, 
and the tartit, and the crane, and the ſwallow abſtructhe tomes of 
their commg: but my People bnow notrhs Fudgment ofitbe Lord, v, &, 
How do ye ſay, We we - , andthe re 78 Lords with #6:: in; 
certainly in vain made beit, the pen of the Stribesrin vam-. \v, 9. The 
wiſe men are aſhamed, th:y are diſmaied and taken ; lo, they bave 
rejeFted the Wordof the Lord , and what wiſdom is nthiem i Hof). 3h 
7. «My People are bent to bathfliding from me ; theughthey called 
rb-m to th: mot b:5b, nont at all would txals bias.) fer. 5. 6. Win 
refore 4 Lion out of th: forreſt ſo {ſlay thews , and « Whlf of the ever 
ing ſhull ſpoil th:ww: a Leopard ſbull watch overthecr Cities :: enery 
oue that goerh ont rhence, ſhall be torn in peeces: becauſetheir tranſe 
greſſions are many, and their b e0% flidings are tycreaſed. Levit. wh, 
15. Andif ye ſbaltdeſpiſe my Starures ," or of your ſoul abbior-mey jade 
ements, ſo that ye will not do all my-Commandements,, butthat ye 
Freak my Covenant : v. 16. 1 alſo will do this wate you , PR 
appoupt over youterromr, conſumption, and the burnmg-ague , thas 
[ltconſume the eyes, and canſeſorop of beart : and ye ſball ſam 


you r 


(4) 
Fr Lge [pn bn t, v. i757. And T will 
= eh enewnie): hd 
Pb £3 Mb Jv Phat yes weed ”e, fe [ht fir then nent 
p-/ th you.” Y { CP rig Wan ir ſbat'ye ; bre abit" 
alle jou bbatht, when Capelfupeo in. Dru. 2 9.2 3,7 
465.1 "And that indo! Lavarhe f 3 brindffon , add ſalt, "and 
rien that” it is not ſolnth, nor Veareth , hav any ev ef prowtth 
therton , Foo irws wget Soo Sodom Raines, dmab , & 


Ne: _ brew in bis & by bis wrath : Eves 
Cop iy miſodllſe fire baibrbe Ler rd dovit thit 4p 
brat © 


ebay bank rſt be es COMING faces hon 


oh _ ny: ow when be Fronghtrhtnd forth out 'of the Land 
«yh vs, My 1. Wotrtforethe Corl aide Sollnnod, For- 
Fu as this it dont of thee , ps hrs tothe pt mh ern and 
my Statutes \ Which I bave commanded thee, 1 wv it farely rentrhe 
Ronom from thee, and will giue it to thy ſervant. 2 King. 15.15. 
te i Jatetes drid bis | bekent which with 
cdl $agey bis Tiſtimenies which dafaihft thi , ad 
they fo ond vent), ke bet aine Vain, {ben rhe brathen 
that tvere round ther, toictinin Am dhat 
them , thatthe 1 [bbnld mor 441.22 them. Vf, - The rhildres of 
Epby aivh bein A SY ah carrying ras mY batkorrhe 44) of 
bart, v. 10. They kept not et Coveriant of God, and retr 
walk in his Law:v. it Wy" tor works, and bis wordet? that he bad 
ſhewed them. v.46. Nevertbeleft, they did flatter bim with the's 
ney, aud lyed to bum withtheit ton oy or their beart 44 not 
vieht with Bw ; wether werk they fledfaſt tn nant. Tf. 4 F. 
earth alſo js defiled wnder WM +79 thereof , , beca 
Bavttraiſgriſed the Lays, changedthe Ordinances , #id b Hl 
eveoay, Covtuaxt, v. 6. Tocrefore barb the c-{44e0064vtd the 
earth \. an that dael thertm are deſolate: t rtfore tht inhigb.- 
rants Obes earth arc burned , and feie men left. Bu 9. All 
this is come #poyss;, yet bove we net ſorgorten thee, niither have ive 
tale fall inthy Couenam. v.18, Our heart 5 uot tried bath From 
thee ; abs at owr [f earieegr! yen: V. ry Though 
this baft ſore broken lia the plate bf Ds: rovered #1 with 
the ſnadow of death; v. 16. If wt haven metele Name 
God nf Preeched our band: to a fhrange a, " Shall not Gd" 1. at'h 


this 


(48) | 
this owt? for be knoweth the ſecrets of our hearts. - Plalm 50. 16, Bat 
re the wicked, ſwth God, What haſt rhonte dete deolare my Statw- 
res, or that they ſneuldeft taks my Covenant in thy mouth ? Steing 
thew bateſt inftrattion, and cafteſt my word: behind thee. Jer, 11. 9. 
+ A1d the Lord ſaid tome , eA conſpiracy «4 found among the menof 
Faudah, and amongſt the inbabitants of Feruſalom.. v, 10. They are 
tarned back to the iniquities of their forefathers , which refuſed to bear 
my words ; and thy went after other god; to ſerve them : the houſe 
of Iſracl and the baxke of Fudah have broken wy Covenant which 4 
made with their fathers. fer. 22, 8, «And many Nations ſhall paſt 
by thit Cty , and they ſball ſay eyery man to hit neghber , Wherefore 
hath the. Lore done this to this great Cut)? v. 9. Then they 
anſwer , Breavſe the bave forſaken the Covenant of the Lor their 
God, and worſhiped other. gods. and ſerved them, Forthus laiththe 
Lord God, 1 will even deal with thee as thou hat done , which 
haſt deſpiſed the Oath, in breaking the Covenanc, Hof, 6.7. Bus 
they like men have tranſgreſſed the Covenant, they bave dealt trea- 
cherouſly againſt me. Hol. $. 1, Set the Trumpet rothy month: he 
ſhal conse 81 an Eagle againſt the bouſe of the Lord: becauſe they bave 
rranſgreſed againſt my Covenant , and treſpeſſed againſt my Law. 
Hol. 10.4 Toe) beve holes words ,{wearmg falſly in making a Cove-, 
nant : thus Fudgeman [prisgeth uy as Hemlock mthe furrow; of the 
field Rev.z. 5, Kemember therfor from whence thow art fallen , andre. 
pent,and de the firſt works,or elſe ] will comers thee quickly and remove 
thy Candleſtick out of buy place » Except thew repent. This Gn is aggra- 
vated by ſeveral circumitances meationedin the Article, which are 
_ in 0p and _ ff ha x-wy on: therefore 
theſe, we come to of the ſpecial Heads and Ste 

that 2 condeſcended on in che FOſes ; 4 

1, Step, The firſt is, declining from that purity of converſation, 
that integrity. of heart, that zcal of God thatſeemedrtobeinma- 
ny at their firſtentry to the Covenant, anda falling off into looſe 
walking , ſelf-intereſt and indifferency. About the time of the firſt 
renewing ofthe Covenant; there was an ſenſible change tothe ber- 
ter in mens carriage and converſation ; moſt of alltheſe who joyn. 
ed in oppoling the defeQion;not onely reforming themſelves from 
common and grolle ſins, ſuch asdrunkenneſſe,uncleanneſſe,ſwear- 
ing , prophaning the LORDS Day , ſlighting ofthe Ordinances, 
ſelf. ſeeking, coverouſoelle and oppreſſion , &c. but giving them. 


; ſelves 
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| out hands, and hath proven a great tunic to qu ber the 
retram , 


( 
Ives to the. Duties of on Righteouſneſle, ſuch as fo, 
iety , pogyog Obenrtts, ? be iOUr , hallawimy of the 
LORDS Day , diligent ſceking of the LOI D in ſecret and in theic 
Families, attending on the preaching ofthe Word as often as ap- 
portunity is offered, liberality,Jove, charity ane another, 
a Public ſpicic and zeal for GOD; but all theſe things are now 
decayed in many,and they are again growenas ill if not worſe then 
before, which as it is an eyidence of great unſoundneſle of hearr, 
ſo bath it brought many (ad reproaches on the Workof GOD in 


neighbour Land, to make them averſe the and hath given 
chem no ſmall advantage to ſpeak both agaiaſt us and it, though 
theſe, who do rejet and ſpeak ill of any part of the precious truth 
of God be not to bejuſtibed in ſo doing, yet certainly they are much 
to becondemned who by their untender and looſe walking mini- 
ſer occaſion thereto : Wo to theſe by whom offences come, 

2, Step. The ſecond Step is the ſitting up of many Profeſſors 
in the Land under the Goſpel, and becomming formal and remille, 
not entertaining tenderneſle and ſoberneſſe of minde, a fin that re- 
lates eſpecially ro the Godly in the Land} not a fe w of which have. 
much decayed in former tendernefle, and zeal, and diligent ſecking 
of God, and ſober and exadt walking, ſtudying to root themſelves 
in the ſolid knowledge and love of the truth, and invaluing and itn- 
aXgHy. 6 Goſpel & the means of grace unto a loathing and deny- 
ing of themſelves, and a growing into and loving and imploying of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. By which, deadneſle of ſpirit hath ſeized on 
ſome, and lazineſle of fpirit on others ; whereby it hath come to 
paſs, that they have been tempted to ſtep our of the way, and ſome 
co turn.afide to the left hand, to imbrace Malignant courſes, and 
ſome to the right hand to imbrace errour, whole Gin is fo much the 
greater then the lin of others, by how much theit knowledge and 
the LORDS loving kindneſs ro them hath been greater thento 
others ; an1 this declining ofProfeſſors , and falling off from their 
ficſt love, ifit be not deeply mourned for,and if they do not time- 
oully lament after the Lord, as it may prove a ſnare to many more 
then yet it hath done, (© itis like tobe amongſt the chick cauſes 
that may provok the Lord to remove his Candleſtick from us , Rev. 
2 4. Nevertheleſſe I bave ſomewhat you thee , becauſethou haſt 
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"gt off of mahy'ro the' As afctr cheit en- 
tering'to the Covenant; eſpecially the bn carried on by 
Fartits Grabami', atd Ku patty, dthatof the year; 1648, b 
the aithots' akid' abettors of the viithWfull Enga agement, w 6 
particulats' are "ſo” well known, hit we hall rot ed to Gay 
upon them. Onely we defire thit it ray be refrican red, that 
as they were early begid and lotg' in Tipning,, - that of Fame 
Grahans, baving begin in” the year' 1639. ard ripned, till-che 
year 1645. and that Tome'of the'chief Authors of the unlaw- 
full Engagement having boi gb in the'year, 1644, and ripned 
vill the year 1648. attd did hold upon , and i inte very, many 

of all ranks thro. 25 obs Laid, bNeitiey 'been really and 1 bo 


feinedly Lie x Fr eryſewrs this day rapderi cr we doubtno 
75 ons © fthe're y cbs devs bao Ae? 
bloudy and vis ery fallen by the ſword; arid are 
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poet mo Yan Step, P» is; The nh. 2p d condemulingthe 


of Tu A pans and the Arm car 16 af- 
purging So daſous and dila RT keeps of 4 uting 
the fame of men A known integfity and | affeftion rothe Cauſe, 
and of a blameleſs and Chriſtian converſation ; Thatir waSaduty 
ſo to have conſtirated and purged the Jadicacories and Aries , 
ought in reaſon tobe veſtfoned b' noge ; ir being a' duty _aloen 
forth in the Word of God, That the Rylers of thouſands, ulers 
oſhutidreds , Rulers of fiies , and Rulers ofrens” (amoog the 
cople of God) ſhould not only ve able men , but ſuch alſo as fear 
EF men of truth, hating covetoulneſs, Exod. 18; 2 1. Horeover, 
thou ſhalt provide outof all the People able men, ſuch as fear God , 
men of truth, hating Covetouſneſi ;- and place ſuch- over them 16 be 
Rulers of chonſands, Rulert of hundreds, Rulers of fifties, and 
Rulers of tens. eAnd let them judge the People at all ſcaſons. Devur, 1, 

i 5. So 1 took the chief of your Tribes, wiſe men, and hndwn, ai 
mailgthem head: over row, Captains over thouſand? , Captains ober 
bus. 
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rajes before them; therefoze was the Camp ro bakoty, or 

might ſee no unclean thingiin them, & turn away from chem,Dexr. 

2 3« 14» For the Lord. thy God malketh w the audſt of thy Camp , 


-tode/ruer thee , and give wp iinue nome: before thee : therefore ſhall 
EIS: be may ſee no wiclean thing in thee, and tarn 
a7 


And becauſe this Nation bad exceedingly negleRed the purging 
.of Judicacories and Armies , and conſtic vting the ame of perſons 
rightly q calified , which was ihe cauſc of many evils of fin and pu- 
Di ;  therefoce was this negle publickly and ſolemnly . 
felledio GOD, and — i /- cogaged ppto, at the renew- 


ing 


—__ 
ing of the Covenant toward the end of the year 16 
ſeen in the ſolemn Publick Confeſſion of ſins, ind 
duries. For rendering of che which effe&ual, the Cornmilſionrof 
the Generall Aſſerably did prefent many Pcritions, Remonftrances 
and Warnings from rime to-time-to the Commintee of Fftates, and 
ro rhe Parliament , who did make fundry Lawes borh for the pur» 
ing of the Jadicatories and Armies which then were,” and for 
| x. he chem pure for the time ro come, avis robeſcen.intheir 
Regiſters and As, Anno 1649. and 16 50. And accordingly fome= 
what was done in that great and neceſſary duty bythemfelves and 
others, tro whom hey did commit rhe truſt, burnotwithitanding 
of all theſe things, ic did appear very ſoon after the Confeſling of 
that fin, andengaging torhar duty , 'that many did neither mind 
repentance ofthe one, or performance'of the other, Therefore as 
the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly were neeeſfirared to 
renew their defires in that particular very often, and from moneth 
to moneth, ſo were not theſe Lawes and Committees having 
power ro execute the ſame, eftablifned withour ſome wreſtling 
and difficultie: not a few labouring ro obſtract an rerard the 
ſame, and when it catne tothe execution ; with what negle&t and 
ſlowneſs, andparriality,did they proceed therein? Ard what impe- 
diments did hey (who were not diligent? caſt in the way of o- 
thers who were more diligent and faithful, 'and realous in follow- 
ing bf the duty? By which it came to paſſe, tharliccke could be got- 
ten done in r be matter, and what was done was not onely load- 
ned with imputations and reproaches, butalſo was'for moſt pare 
made incffe&uall : The perſons appointed ro br removed; being e}- 
ther keeped till \, or ſhortly thereafter being brought egainto their 
own or ſome other place, or elſe ascvill being pur in their place. 
Nay , after the defeat at Dumber, theſe duties eame notonly to be 
negleted, bur{whar formerly had beerrgortten don#therein, was 
Jooked anderyed out upon , as the cauſe of the ruine ofthe Army; 
and therefore not only theſe who had been formerlypurged, bur 
all others how malignant and looſe foever, were brought ro the 
Judicatories nd Army , and what had formefly been confeſſed a 
ſia, was then followed and commendedas a duty. 
$. Step. The fifth is, The authorizing of Commiſſioners to 
cloſe a Treaty with the Kiog, forthe inveſting him with the Go. 
ve:ament 
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vernment, upon his Th dentiarwetindro bien 
after he had given many clearevidences of his diſ-affeftion and en» 
mity 10 the Work and people of Gop,, and was continuing in the 
ſame z and the admitting of himro the full exercife of his power, 
and Crowning him norwichſtanding of new diſcoveries of his ad- 
hering to his Principlesand way , and of many warningsto 
the contrary. For thebetter underſtanding and more full andclear 


diſcovery of this fin , we would conſider theſe things which are ſer 


down bythe Generall Aſſembly of this Kirk, in their Declaration 
of the date Faly 27, 1649. to wit, that as Magiſtrats and their 


.-powcrare ordained of GOD, ſo are they inthe exerciſe thereof, 


not to walkaccording to their own will, bur according tothe Law 
of equity and righteouſneſle, as being the Miniſters of Gop for the 
fatery of his » &c. Secondly, Tharthere is acontinuall obli- 
gation and ſti jon betwixt the Kingand the People, as both of 
themaretyedtoGo Dd, ſocach ufthem are tyed each to other, for 
the performance of mutuall and reciprocall duties, according to 
which ir is ſtatute and ordainedin the 8. Ac ofthe Parliament of 
King James the Sixt , That all Kings, Princes and Magiſtcats what- 
forever , . holding their place, which hereater ſhall happen ar any 
time to reign and bear rule over this Realm , at thetime of their 
Coronation , the receipt of their Princely Authority , make their 
faithfull Promife by Oath, in the preſence of the Erernall GO), 
That during the whole courfe of their lives, they ſhall ferre the 
ſame Eternall GOD to the utmoſt of their power , according as 
he hath required in his Holy Word, containedin the Old and New 
Teſtament ,and according to the ſame Word ſhall maintain the truc 
Religion of JESUS CHRIST, the Preaching of his moſt holy 
Word, and duc and right Adminiſtration of the Sacraments now 
reccived and preachd within this Realm, and ſhall aboliſh and 
inſtand all faiſe Rehgion contrary to the ſame, and ſhall rule the 
People of GOD committed to their charge , according to the will 
and command of GOD revealed in his W ord, and accordingto the 
laudable Lawes and Conſtitutions received within this Realm , &c. 
Thirdly, That in the League and Covenant that had been fo (c- 
lemaly and publickly ſworn and renewed by this Kingdam ,' the 
duty of defending and preſerving the Kings Majeſties Perſon and 
Authority, is joyncd with, and ſubordinate to the dury of preſer- 
G 3 ving 
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narily is the fruit and eff<t of ſucha pawer) that the Lords People 
did. joyn in Covenant , and have been at the expences of ſo much 
blood, - travels and pains theſc years pait. iFifahly , Thar the King 
being averſe from the Work of Reformation, and thetuſtruments 
thereof, and compalled about with Malignant and diſ-affetted 
men whom he hearkensto a3 his.moſt fai Counſellours , and 
looks upon as his moſt loyalland faithfull Subjects , being 2d mit- 
ted to the exerciſe of his power befure fatisfaction given , .would 
by theſe counſels, endeavour an over-turning ofchelerhings which 
the Lord bath wrought amongſt us , -and labour todraw Publick 
Ad miniſtrcations concerniog Religion andthe Liberty of the Sub- 
je iato that courſe and Channel, in which they did ranuader Pre- 
lacie, & before the Workof Reformation: Which wehad the more 
cauſc to fear, becauſe his Royal Father did often declare , That he 
conceived himſelf boundeo i all the power that God had put 
in his hands tothe utmoſt, for ends, and that he adhered to his 
Fathers priaciples, and walked in his way , -and had made a 
with the Iriſh Rebels, by which is granted to them the Full 
of Popery. From theſe Principles the Generall Aſembly did then 
- infer, That it would be the wiſedomeof everyone who dwells in 
this Land, totake heed to ſuch a tempration andſnare, thatthey be 
not accellory to any ſuch delignes andendearoursof bringing or 
admutting the Kiog to the exerciſe of his Power, without factsfa- 
ion given concerning the ſecurity of Religion ,and Liberty of the 
Subjedts, as they would not bring upon rhemſclves , and on their 
Families, the guilt of all thederrimentthat would undoubt 
follow thereupon co Religion and the Covenant, and of all the 
ſcries and calamities that it would bring on his Majeſties Perſon 
and Throne, and on theſe Kingdoms. Such a thing (ſay chey) 
would in all appearance be the under- minding and ſhakiog off, if 
not the oyer-throwiog and deftroying the Work of Reformation , 
and that thereforewholocver attemprs the ſame ,do oppoſe them- 
ſelves to the Cauſe of GOD, andwill atlalt daſh againſt the rock 

of 
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why contin Finer Ain 
Hath ira roar verified thekame 


Kings ofi th 
by the Geiicratl Aſſembly , and which would ve 
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w roar ir'will be objeRedb many , That the King did 
_ oth, and abandoh that courſt of enmity a againſt che ork 
G6d;, before' the cloſe of the Treaty y, and ot he 1 
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which weteſetitts hin fr6ethe Parliament of this Ki fon, 04 
the he Conttaiaſica 'of the Generall Aſſembly. To We Y » 
Firſt, thar theſe detmiarids bes deficient, at leaſt Ang G plain a po= 
icve, arid Exprefle in the mtain and nece thing, t9 wit, arcall 


abandonin offormet malignant courſes and princi andarcall 
ar cotdiall cleaving to is Work and people of ,, without 
which there: SR GISO Henthy it was not a ſhadow of 
ſecarity* for Rel 6 and Liberty , ora per and verball ſecuricy 
okely, Sat a real ſecurity which we ded 1 before the Lord t9 
have evdeavouted and obtained before thecloſe of a Treaty with 
theKing, forintrulfing him with the Government, and to autho- 
rize Cotymlſfioniets” ts ſettle with on upon ſuch paper-ſecurities , 
atid accordingly to incruſt him, was but to mock God, anc to de 
ceive (tht World. and co betray and Elor our ſelres, by giving 
up all the precious Intereſts of Religion wad Libert y into 492 

of one who" wis in a courſe of enmity-to theſe. Secondly , ie] Hl 
certain, (if men will not deny clear and evident truths) that the 
King had'not ofily (before the authorizing of theſe Commiſhoners 
to cloſe a Treaty with him upon his condeſcendiog to theſe De- 
mands) pa eviderice of his camity to the Work and people of 
God, but alſs'wat coticinuin og io the ſame, duringihe time of the 
Treaty arid that he had not abandoned thele Principles and courſcs 
at the cloſe of the Treaty ; Ahd'when he did fcar and ſubſcribe 


the 
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the Nationall Coyenant, and the Solemn League and Covenant ; 
Nay , the whole eenour ofhis carriage, did then,aod afterward con- 

incingly enough {to intelligent men) demonſtrate him to be the 
ame he was before, We ſhall not need bring many inſtances, 
therefore paſling over theſe things which he did, before this King- 
dome began totreat with him , ſuch as the Declaration emitted by 
him when he was Prince, againſt the Cauſe and People of God,and 
his Printed Declaration at Ferſey, as King, againſt all who had been 
in oppoſition to his Father in theſe troubles; We ſhall mention on< 
ly a few patticulars that fell out thereafter, tro wit, theſe: firſt, he did 
not only countenance and entertain the moſt Capical and known 
Enemies of this King/om, ſuch as James Grahame , andothers, 
w h1 hail ſhed much ofthe bloud thereof, butalſo did give Com- 
miſſion to the ſaid James Grahame to make warupon, and invade 
the Inhabitants thereof, as Traitors and Rebels, Secondly, in the 
whole progreſle of the Treaty, as he did communicate and take 
counſell with known diſ-affected and malignanc men in all things 
relating tothe ſame, and not moving a ſtep , but according to their 
advice, {o didhe procraſtinat and delay to grant what was deſired , 
untill all other mezns of help had failed, and hisown eſtate and 
condition was now become deſperat, and what he did grant, was 
not all at once, and cheerfully , as if it had been aduty , Po by little 
and little,and by a kind ofcoation and merchandiſe, as if it had been 
a bargain of buying and ſelling. Thurdly, after the Treaty was 
brought to ſomeclole , he did betore his coming to Sea, receive tae 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper from one of the Prelatical Chap- 
lains, and according to theServi.e-Book notwithſtanding theCom- 
miſſioners of the Kirk did repreſent the eviil thereof to him, and 
did carneſtly deal with him tothe contrary. Foucthly, he broughe 
toSea, pa 36 Scotland with him almoſt the whole T rain of Ma- 
lignant and diſ-affeted men , who had followed him in his former 
evill courſes,and fled from the Jullice of both Kingdoms, and theſe 
he did more familiarly & intirely converſe with, then with others. 
Fiſthly , he was neat the coaſt of Scerland before he would condef., 
cend to the ſubſcribing of theſe Demand which were ſent from the 
Parliament, upon the report of the cloſe of the Treaty , as it was 
firſt cloſed in Holland, and the Commiſſioners were ſo far out of 
hopes of obtaining their deſire , that even when they were come 
near 


time ofthe Treaty , and after the cloſe thereof , he had 


y, Ltpoa fin om clſed by the Commiſſiagers both of Kick 
and State, at » be ſhewed himſelf very averſe from the (a- 
me, anddid not only at that place , but at all and cimes after- 
wards countenance and entertain men of that ſtamp, who were in 
his Family and Court ,and came tothe ſame. Seventhly, He did 
for a long time refuſe to ſubſcribe the Declaration Was telhn- 
dered to bim , for the acknowledging of his own , and his Parents 
guiltineſs for the time paſt , and according to his duty for the time 
to come; and afterthat he had, with agreat deal of rel , 
ſubſcribed the ſame, he did oftentimes expreſs , That he did not 
think his Father guilty of bloud, and that notwithſtanding he had 
ſo declared, he bad his own ing thereof, Eighthly, As he did 
firſt by Letters authorize ſundry of Ropgpaoganyte i. 

Arms without the knowledge ofthe Commintee of Eſtaces, ale 
contrary to the ſtanding Laws of this ; fo - oY 
within a ſhort time thereafter , deſert the Publick Councels of the 
Kingdom,and joyn with: During the whole 


dence with all the Malignants of thethree Nations, to ſundry of 
which he gave ho 26a Theſe Inſtances do clearly knough 


ye what was ſaid the concinuing in a courſe 
Frenmi the Work an Pope of od, 


which made ita fin in 
us, whileſt he was in that to cntruſt him with the Ince» 
reſts of both: neither was our carriage here more faulry'inche 
matter, then it was raſh and icant in regardof the manner. 
The news of the late Kings + brought 0 Ediabargh on the 
Lords day at night, SIO > WIFI» rr 
ofthe clock, proclaim this King withall publick tie, wich- 
out ſetting any time apart to ſeek the Lord for Counſel and dire. 


ion therein; which, as both Reaſon and Reli 
* taught us, Kare ſd mor deberion amcogh ou ae, cd 
| more 
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more ſupplication to God), before he (whoſe Father and himſelf 
had been engaged fo much in oppoſition to the Work and People 
of God) had been proclaimed King, and within a ſhort time thete- 
after,ſolemn Addreſs was made to him for offering him the Crown 
and Kingdom opon ſome verbal and paper fecurity , without any 
evious Addrefs for informing his conſcience, ar taking notice 
whether he did adhere to his former principles and way; and 
when the Lord was pleaſe to render thefe Applications ineffeual, 
and to bring back the Commiſſioners to this Kingdom and Kirk, 
without any fatisfation to their deſires; we did again no leſs pre- 
cipitantly then before, ruſhon aſecond Addreſs , which was at one 
and the ſame day concluded and proponed in Parliament , not only 
without any previous Conſultation or Debate had there anent a- 
mongſt theſe who had been tender and faithful to the Work of 
God from the begining , but without their knowledge, and contrary | 
to their expetation; and afterwards, in regard of the cloſe and 
diſpatch of Commiſhoners, which was ſo pafſionatly and violently 
driven on, that many were impatient, eyen of the moſt neceſſary 
delaies, and of the moſt reaſonable contradiRtion in any thing that 
related theretos andirivnot to bepaſt without obfervation , that , 
whileſt we were treading theſeſlippery and ſinful ſteps, theLord'* 
nor os to want warning. We thall- not inſiſt on the ſad 
apprehenſions that were-in rhe hearts of many of the godly inthe , 
Landin reference thereto: 'So albeit they durſtnot akogether de- 
_—_ to bein making Application tothe King, yet did the ſence 
of the Lords controverſie with him and his houſe, together with 
his walking in his former way , lie heavy onrheir ſpirits and made _ 
them rather fear a curſe ;'thenexpett a bleſſing thereupon. Nor 
ſhall we ſpeak of the paſſionat inclination, deſires and endeavors of | 
the Malignant party; '«ndoftheir rejoycing herein , and of theit. | 
heighcning ofcbeir hopes thereby, Bur we deſire it may beremem- 
bred , That whileſt the ſecond Addreſs was in preparing, not oply 
did the Lord give us warning of prefumprioos, firſt of the Kin 
his authorizing of Femes Graham to invadethis Kingdom, and = 
hisencouraging him by Letters rogo on in that Invaſion,crenwhilſt 
he. was in terms of a Treaty with Us ; butalſoby James Grabam. 
hisaQualinvaſion a little thereafter by the Kiugs Commiſſion, aud 
by. bringing to our hands theauthentick Commiſſion it ſelf, and 
= ſundry 


(592 

ſundry Letters under the Kings © teſtifying his adherence 
to his formerprinciples, & parampy You Enemy of this 
Cauſe nos et And what were all theſe inſtances which we 
have formerly ſpoken of in the Kings cartiage , but warniogs from 
the Lord to have taught us wiſdom in this thing ? We know that 
ſome may think ir unſutable for us ro meddle in theſe things which 
ſeems to haye been otherwiſe determined by the General Aſſem-. 
bly of this Kirk 1650, and that others may wonder that that Al- 
fembly ſhould have fo determined. We ſhall not now ſtand to de- 
bate how farthar Aﬀembly did approve of cheſe things which con- 
cern the Treaty with the King, anent the ſecutity of Religion : but 
the Lord having declared ſo much from Heaven againſt the whole 
Land, it concerns us andall others imparrially to {earch into, and 
to diſcover the cauſes thereof, ſo far as he is pleaſed to convince 
and give light therein; and we do in charity, and not without 
ground, preſume, Thar «f alithe paſſages ofprocedor of the Kings 
carriage in the Treaty, and from the beginning in order.tothis 
Kfigdont arrd the enemies chereaf, hal been impartially and free-, 
If diſcoverefand male known to the Aﬀembly as they bave been 
{mce} 'they had none the length which they went. | 

6. Srep. For unleiftanding of the fixcth Step, which rela- 
ecth 'unto'the rejecting the diſtorery of guiltinels and cauſcs of. 
the LORD $- contending withus; Tt will be needfullto ſpeak 
ſoche what for/clearing of the marrer of fat inthe inſtances which 
are piver/ in the Article: The fiilt inftance is in the cauſes of 
humiliation, cond-\ſcended on by th: Commiſſion of the Generall 
Aſſembly at Leith, and "offered to the Commirte of Eſtates, by 
whom they were rejected; the ſtory whereof as tathe matter of 
fat was thus: The nextday after the Engliſh forcescame in view 
of our Army, which was then intrenched betwixt Leith and 
Etinhwrgh: Some generall perſons in our Army (whether fr:m 
any defire to approve themlclves to the King, whothe night be= 
fore was come to Leh from Srerlin , or from any other RR 
we know not) did draw forth a great many of the Horſe to ski 
miſh with the Enhliſh , by whom they were with ſome loſle, 
and much ſhame beaten back again to the trenches , which bred 
ſuch a diſheartning and aſtoniſhment in the whole body of rhe Ar- 
WELL ICATEE” P56: ' A 
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pert ady gh wa - Andfor themore convidtion herein noel 


condeſcend on feverall Inftances and Pasticulars of 
and conſequence : This they offered to the Commirtee of 
as grounds of humiliation to be by themandthe Army; 
but the Committee , as they didrefuſe to take with any fuch guil- 
tinels, fo did chey refuſe tojoyn in any humiliation to be 
for the ſame» Upon the which the Commiſſion did leaveit b 
them with a 4, a That they had exonered themſelyes, = 
with a deſire to the Committee of Eſtates todo therein, as 
would be anfwerable to GOD, who was cont: fre 

. The ſecond is the cauſes of humiliation, 

at Sterlin immediatly after the defeat at Dembar : 
which were firſt condeſcended'on by the with the 
Army, and afterwards by the of the. 
Genecall Aſſembly did ſomewhat of the crookedeourte 
which had been caken ares on the Treaty $ 
and of the the purgj of the Ani Repo | 
catories, and of the Family, and ofthe not differ 
Inſtruments imployed in Publick truſt, and ſeverall other e 
relating to the carriage of theſe in Publickrruſtin ar an gs, 
Atmics, which DOand ouch Greaptarns, and juſt quarees 
of humiliation before - ud mari Lp handna much as .. 
read or intimated Mioiftersint , and: 
were refuſed robe with, or acknowledged by p Scate(- 
men and Officers of the Army, andothers, who were of 
them, The third Inſtance is tne Remonſtrance of the Gentlemen , 
w_; and Forces in the Weſt , A DAPRDRs imoe 
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iven in reference -& fin and Duty by acompany of men who 
Peake eros apftubogurvgy GOD, in the 
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theſe are alſo mentioned ,. for diverſe » manner 

from the Pres of Serlix, Aberdeen.  Glaſrow, Pa- 

ach and ſeverall other and 7, which were wri- 
to the Commiſſion as 


peace, andthe preventing tb: pride 
ne ebore this K beet eo ind We 


now a ewe. there was a Letter writen by the Parliament 
a yn ey wo go. > , and duplicates thereof to the Ge- 
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invahon , which 9 pears rs. fr rind any 
foreſaid Lerter of the 6. of «ACarch ,all w hichthey do profelle ſg. 
lemnly to be done by them in the ſinceriry of their hearts; not out 
of any policy to catch advantages, nor for any other end or 
whatſoever, but meerly for their own defence , which they do ac» 
count al uadantly ſufficient to remore all grounds of gr or has 
and milreports of their inrentions ,} ant rotake all 
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of neceſſity of the marching of forces for defince od the bordervof 


H 3 Englands 


| | 4 — 
England ; and or the other pare being informed of a reſolution in 
England to ſend an Atmy to Invade this Kingdom , they defired to 


koow whether, theſe, who have the preſent: in wo ge do 
acknowledge themſelves oblieged , A bychaleanſy/ oblige 
themſelves and declare their orgs te to obſerve the forefaid 
way andorder their part tous, plainly and clearly to de- 
M4 . b7 ht F = march for offence or defence, whe- 
er with intention for keeping onely withinthe borders of England 
or comming within ours , which way of procedourfortlearing 
others, and dealing plainly,isnot onely agreable to particular Trea- 
ties, andto the many Tyes, Bonds and Declarations paſt betwixrt 
theſe Kingdomes , but alſo tothe Law of God, and practiſe of his 
People in kis Word, and tothe common law and praQtice, even of 
heathen Nations , much moreof Chriſtian Covenanted Kingdoms, 
and may prevent many evils & dangerous conſequences, which may 
fall our,even beyond aad coattary to the intentions of the Nations, 
by their Armics lying near others upon their borders, alchough 
meerly upon intended defence: This did indeed ſayour ofaſpirir of 
ace; but ſince the comming of theſe men into the Land there® 
hath been fuch prideand bitternelle of ſpirit, that not aricly were 
all eſlayes of neglected , but every motionnending thereto, 
whether 24 5g any am ourſelves, or hinted at byany a- 
monglt chem,were {lighted and ſome time entertained with difdain, 
reproach and contempt ; and albeit the invaſion was unjuſt, yet 
certainly it was ourduty to haye followed and endeavoured peace 
ſo far as was poſſible, Rom, 12. 18, If it be poſſible, 4s much as 
lieth in yow , live Per with all men. Heb. 12.14. Follow 
ace with all men, and bolineſſe, without which no man ſhall 
ot God. Plalm 120. 7, { amfor peace, but when 1 ſpeck they are 
or war, { 1... bn 
7. Step. The ſeventh is , the Publick Reſolutions of Kirk and 
State , for bringing in.the Malignant Party firſt tothe Army , and 
then to the "i » and the atuall intruſting ofthem with 
the power af the Kingdom both Milicary and Civill; We conceive 
that theſe Publick R eſolutions in the complex ofthem do (beſides 
other fins which may be mentioned) include theſe: Firſt, acon- 
junftion wich the Enemies of God and bis Caufe , whichis con- 
dernnedby many clear Scriptures, 3 Chros. rg. 1, 2. oo 


_— wail ' 5 EEICS a $2. al 
7:7 ug the King of Fadah returned ts bis bonſe is peace to Feru- 

a 48 Ks $ | pt be wn , and 
lave ar fy 4 LORD?! therefore is Lens ed 
before the Lord, Iſa.z0. 1, 2, 3. Wo totherebelhions children ;/ ſaith" 
the LORD, that take conncel but notof me; and that cover with 
4 , but. not of my ſpirit , that they made adde fin tofin : That 
to go down to Egypt (and have not aſked at my month) to 
tugthen themſelves in the firength of Pharach, and to truſt in 
the w of Egyps; Therefore ſhall the fbrength of Pharaoh be 
Jour ſhame , aud the truſt i the ſbadaw of Egype your confuſion : 
Ia, 31. 1,2, 3. Wo to them that yo down to Zones for-dodps and 
ſtay on horſes, and. traſt m chariots, becanſe they are many, and 
in _horſmen, becanſe they are very fliroug, but they look wes tothe 
holy awry 1 agate neither ſeek, the LORD; Tit he alſvi: wiſe, 
and will bring evill, and will not call back bus words: But will 
ariſe againſt the houſe of the coll doors, and againſt the bely of 
them that work 1ngquity: Now the Egyptians are men and n0t 
GOD, and their borſes fleſh and not ſpirit; whenthe LORD ſail 
ſtretch ont bis hand, both be that heipeth ſball fall, and bethat is 
holpen ſhall fall dawn, and they all ſvall falltogetber. Jer. 2. 18. 
And now what baſt thow to do its the weay of Egype, to drink the 


| . waters of Sihor ? or what baſt tho to do in thewayof Aﬀyria, to 


drink the. waters of the river? Jet. 13. 21, What wilt then ſay 
when he ſhall puniſh thee? (for then paſt taught thens ro be cap<' 
tains, and as chief over thee) ſhall not ſorrows take thes as 4. 
womes in'trauailt 2. The laying of a foundation of, ortheeſta-- 
bliſhiog of a rule for imployingand intruſtivg men withtheincereſt 
of the Cauſe of GOD and of the Kingdom , who oughenoteo be ” 
imployed nor inſtruſted,ifreſpeRt be had to the qualifications requi> 
redin the Word, viz. That they be mnen fearing GOD , hating co- 
vetouſneſle and dealing truly , who are appointed to be rulers over 
may ory hundreds, fifties and IS z1. «Moreover 
thos ſha/t provide ont of all the e, wen, ſuch az frar 
GOD, men of erath, bating tate and place ſuch over 
them; 10 be rulers of thouſands, andruler: of bundreds , ruler: of 


| fifties and rulers of tex; and that they be juſt, ruling is the fear 


of.God who rules over men. 2 Saw.23-3- The GOD of _ 


cenabreck 


p rom we ont th for Aid of he 
ſaould endeavor to them to 
there was therein a receding from 


ſes of humiliation theſe rappe —_— 2. ——_ 6 '37- Tet To tay 
ſajeſt , Becauſe 1 — 
Bebold I will plead with thee, be En rr or not CR 
Why gaddeſt thow about ſo mach to change thy way: thos alſo ſhalt 
be + 22m of Egypt, 4s thow waſt aſhamed of Aſſyria; yea, thes 
fo from hin, and thine hands upon thine head: for the 
Lord bath rejefted thy confidences , and rb ſhalr wot proſper in 
them, 5. That there wasa great deal of diffidence, anddiſtruſt in 

the Armofthe LORD, anda ſeeking ofhelp from, and areſti 
onthearmoffleſh; Fer. x7. 5, 6. Thus ſaith the Lord, Curſed ib 
_ _ that traſterh in man , and maketh fleſh bis arm, and whoſe 
ay: - LORD: for be ſball be like the beath 


wn _ ſert, and ſhall not ſee when goed commeth , but ſhall in- 
hab.te a8 mend wn places in the wilderueſſe , in a ſalt land and not in« 
habited. 6. That there was therein a great deal of 


prevarication 
and deceitfull Avd 
Th Lond bo fi ey ond uliy, 0 Lond, So weeten 


s the ereth? "i hoÞ frickentbew, but they have not 
5nd, he G_y _ but they have refuſed to Ns 


nad A barder then 4 rock, they 


albeir the arguments thac 
wett uſed, were taken from nece and cher thing othar kin, 
the great wheel that movedin thatbuſineſſe, was a 


in that party into placeeof power andtraft inrothe Army, 


ſo pw ov was ed, that they could not wait EET 
few dayes, till the Commiſſion mn ee, but made uſe © 


was 
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was aimed at conc the Modelling of the Army was obtained 
they did move but very flowly, and Acted nothing atall for many 
months thereafter;nay,nottill long afterthe Army was compleatly 
Leavied,and until they had gotten the A of Claflis alſo reſcinded, 
and that Party brought to the Parliament aſwell as tothe Army , 
and untill the Generall Aſſembly did ſitdown , that they might 
hare their approbation of theſe proceeding fo far as was fit tor 
them to meddle with. 4. There was in it a reall ſtumbling and 
offence to the moſt part of the godly in the Land, whoſe hearts 
were much grieved , and their hands exceedingly weakened there +. 
by , oo er with the making glad and hocaaetraing the ungodly, 
and dilaffeRted and prophane in the Land, Fer. 2 ;, 14. 1 have 
ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Fermſalem an borrible thing , they commit 
adultery and walk in lies; they ſtrengthen alſo the bands of evill 
doers that none dothreturn from his wickedneſſe;th:y are all to me a; So- 
dom ,and the inbabitants thereof as Gommorrab. Ezek. 13.2 2. Becauſe 
with lies ye have made the bearts of the righteons ſad, whom have not 
made ſad and ſtrengtbened th: bands of the wicked , that bt (bonld not 
returw from:hbis withed works by promiſing him life. Laſtly, the 
ſtare of our Canſe was thereby upon the matter turned upſide- 
down by intruſting the Work andpeople of God to the enemies 
thereof, it being known and made manifeſt thar theſe men did re- 
rain the ſame principles, anddid driveon the ſame deſigns which 
cculd not but prove deſtructive to Religion & the People of God. 

$8. Step, Thenext Step, is, The joyning of many of the People 
(who are engaged with God by Covenant to the contrary , noleilc 
then the Rulers) with the Forces ofthe Kingdom; after that by 
the Reſolutions there was a prevailing party of malignanrs brought 
to the Army , who had the ſtrength of Counſels and Atings there- 
ia, and were carrying on a malignant intereſt ; what ever queſtion 
there may beof the aſſociating of ſubjefts in war with the wicked 
enemics of God, on the command of the Magiſtrate in a lawful 
cauſe , which ſcems to us to be condemned in the People of God , 
Ifa.$.11,12,13,14, 15, 16, 17,18. For the Lord ſpake 1bus to me 
with a firong band, and inſtrafted me, that 1 ſhld not wath in 
the way of 1b1s people, ſaying , Say ye not a Confederacy twnll theſy 
ts whom this People ſhall ſay, 4 Confederacy ineitber fear ” they 
fear, nor be afraid, Sandlifie the _ of Hoſts Himſelf, andleg 
Him 


W | (66) X 
Hum be your fear, and lot him be your dread. And be ſhall be fore 
ſanftuxry; but for 4 ſtone of ſinmbling, and for a rock of offence tik«. 
both the bonuſes of Iſrazl, for a gin, and for 4 ſnare to the mbabi- 
tans of Feruſalem, and many among them ſbal fumble and fall, 
and be , and be ſnared, and be taken. | Bind up the Tefti- 
\ feal: the Law among my Diſciples. eAnd 1 will wait 
rang that biderh bis "as A beef of Facob , and [Sul 
look for bim. Bebold, I and the children whom the Lord bath '8- 
ven me, are for figns, and for wondersin Iſrael, from the 
brts which duwelleth in CAM ount Sion. Alwel asin the Magiſtrates; the 
ground of the prohibition , to wit , learning of their works, and the 
enſnaring of the People, having a more immediate connexion witty 
the Peoples joyning,then with the Magiſtrates commanding them 
ro joyn; yet as the thing 1s laid down in the Paper we think there 
will be noqueſtion about it, becaule it includes theſe Particulars. 
7, The joyning of a People who wich the conſent and approbati- 
on, nay by the commandement and authority of their Magiſtrates 
had covenameed with the LORD, not to joyn with his Enemies. 
2. That it was when the rule of conſtituting the Army was corrupr, 
towit, the Publick Reſolutions, which made the caſe deſperac 
and left no place or remedy for purging of the Army. 3. That 
it was when apafty of Malignants who had the ſway of Counſels 
and Actings were brought tothe Army , which being added to the 
former, not only made the -> 7 nk Army in an ordinary 
impoſſible , but allo carried the fircam and current of all their 
Reſolutions and Attings into @ malignane Channell ; that they 
were the prevailing Party, is more manifeſt, then that time needs to 
be ſpent in verifying thereof, 4. That they were carrying on a 
Malignant Intereſt , to wit, the eſtabliſhing the King in the exerciſc 
of his Power in Scotland, and the re-inveſting him with the Go- 
vernment in England, when he had not yet abandoned his former 
enmity to the Work and people of God; and the fecuring of 
Power in their own hands under him : And though none of 
four had concurred (all which we believe will be acknowledged 
by un-byaſled men) yer there was a fin in the Peoples joyning , be- 
cauſe few or none of theſe who jegns did give any teſtimony 
agaialt the Magiſtrats employin Malighant Party, bur went 
willingly after the ph ms, Ba Hoſes 5. 11. Elva = 
prejſed 
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prefſed and 
_ weut &f 


oken Judgment, be willing wel Pi 
ter the mo It is acknowledge Le ay: 


"the Peoples duty, even by theſe who juſtifie * joy ” wich 


them upon the command of the Magiſtrate, to have bemoaned it 
before the Lord, and in their tations to bare teſtified againſt ir 
before men. Y uy 

9. Step. The ninth Step is, climiting and corrupting of 
the General All. mbly, bas, of he free = right mat 2A 
thereof. Generall A es rightly conſticute in their liberties 
and freedom , as they arc oneof themoſt precious Ocdinances of 
JESUS CHRIST, fo have they been wholſome and profic- 
able means inthis Kirk, for the purging and preſerving allthe Or- 
dinances of CHRIST in the Land; and therefore as it hath been 
the care of all the faichfull ſervants of God in the Land, to vindicact 
and preſerve their right conſtitution and due liberty and freedom ; 
ſo in the promoting of any coutſe of defeftion hath Satan alwayes 
ſtudied to intrench thereupon, andto corrupt the ſame. That the 
Geanerall Allembly was prelimited this year , is evident by the Let- 
ter written by the Commiſſion of the Generall Aſſembly to the 
Presbyterics , with an At ſent therewith, appointing, that all theſe 
who remain unſatisfied in the Publick Reſolutions, after Confe- 
rence, and did continue to oppoſe the ſame , ſhould be cited ro the 
Generall Aſſembly ; Which Letter and Act had ſuchinfluence on 
many Preabyteries , that thoughthere were in them many able and 
faithfull men who were unſatisfied with the Publick Reſolutions, 
yet very few of theſe were choſen to be Commiſſioners;and where 
any ſuch perſons were cleted , there was for the moſt part either 
Proceſtations againſt it, or clſc another eleRion of other perſons 
by which it came to paſs,that almoſt all theſe were incapacitated to 
ſit in the Aſſembly , and the Meeting was almoſt wholly made up- 
only of theſe who had been inſtrumentall in carrying on the for. 
mer defection,or were conſenting thereto,and were approving the- 
reof. A more = relimitation then this could not readily be that 
men intruſted by the Generall Aſſembly with the Publick Aﬀairs , 
and co preſerve the liberty thereof, ſhould firſt (contrary to their 
truſt ) a door for bringingin the Malignant Party, and then 
ſhut the door againſt the ſitting of all theſe in the Aſſembly , where 
their proceedings were to be tryed, _— did not before their com- 
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there, approve of their the door ts the Malignants; 
ares was not onely to make themſelves, bur toinrol- 
ye others therein, and to take away the remedy thereof, Beſide 
this groſſe prelimitation , there was alſo diverſe other particulars of 
importance that fell out in the Meeting irſclf, in the conſtiruenc 
Members1in the liberty & freedom of yoicing,which were ſet down 
at length in the Proteſtation made at Sr. Andrews againſt that 
Meeting, and the Reaſons afterwards penned for m—_—_— 
thereof,and therefore we ſhall not needin this place to repeat 
things, but recommends the reading of them to ſuch as defire more 
fully co be informed in theſe particulars. It were tedious t6 fall on 
the Aftsof that Aſſembly, and Warnings iſſued by them. Theſe 
things we now leave, as aſubje requiring a more large and diſtin 
confideration; deſiring onely this one thing to be pondered and 
conſidered, That beſides their ratifying and approving the Procce- 
dings of the former Commiſſion (which wereja many things the 
preat grief of all the godly in the Land ) in ſuch ample manner, 'as 
even (in way of expreſſion) is nor free of ſome flattery and vanity; 
and befides the cenſuring of ſome honeſt men forno other thingbur 
only | ——_ _—_ em; and beſides, the emitting of Warni 
reflecting excee =. So former pious and warrantable brorms, 
ings,they harelaid a foundation for cenfuring all Miniſters and Pro- 
felfors , and for keeping ſuch out ofthe Miniftery , who donot ap- 
prove of all theſe proceedings , which have this laſt year fo much 
rexed andprieved the godly”, and ſo much rejoyced and made glad 
the Malignant Party and wicked ofthe Land: Andiftheſe thm 
ſhall be accordingly executed and take effe&,whar perfecution 6H 
there be of many godly Miniſters, Elders, ExpeQants and Pro- 
feflors ; and what a Miniſtery , and whar a Church ſhall we hare 
in a few years? 


I0, Article, 


The laſt Head of the Lords controverſic that is mentioned, is 
deep fecurity and obſtinacie, im enitencie and jncorrigiblneſſe 
all cheſe, and under all the dreadful ſtroaks of God, and to- 

kens of his indignation againſt us,becauſe of the ſame, ſo that whilſt 
he continues to {mite , we ace ſo far from humbling our ſelyes, that 


gs OHSS 
we grow worle and worſe, ed hi adit} thatitis o 
with us, will nor (we fuppe Aedropytir ud > wp 
ing 


mongſt as,who knowes and obſerves the Lands con oh 

rempet and carriage of the Inhabitants; every man cry1 
out almoſt for his afflition , but none almoſt mourning for his ſin; 
We think it may be truly ſaid, That fin and iniquity of all kinds,and 
amongſt all ranks of perſons hath been more multiplied andencres- 
ſed in Scorland ſince the defeat at Dumbar , then in many years be- 
fore, and that this Nation was not ſo dull *hard hearted , andimpe- 
reent under any of the former rods wherewith the Lord did ſmite 
us theſe years paſt, as under theſe rods wherewith henow 
us; and thar this doth much highten our iniquity, andſpeakſa 
things to come, if not repented of, is evident from Ha. r 5. 
Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye will revolt more and more:the 
whole head is ſick, and the whole beart is faint. Iſ+.9. 13, For the 
People twrneth not wnto him that ſmitteth them , Hot Gothey ſeek 
the Lord of hoſts. v. 14. Therefore the Lord will cut off from Iſracl 
head and tail, root & branch in one day. v.15, TheeAncien and 
Honorable, beisthe bead ; andthe Prophet thatteacheth lier, beis 
thetail. V. 16. For the Leaders ofthis People canſe theme erre, and 
they that art Ted of them , are deſtroyed. Fer. 5.;. O Lord, art 
not thine =p a0 the truth ? thow haſt ſtricken them , but they bave 
wot grieved; theu haſt conſumed thewy , but they have refwſedtore- 
ceive correftion : they have made their faces harder then a rock, they 
have refaſedto return. Fer. 8. 4. Moreover , thou ſbalt ſay nnto 
them, Thas ſaith the Lord, Shall rat ly ,and not ariſe ? ſhall be 
Eur! away and not return? v, 5. Why then is this People of Fernſa- 
lems fliden back, by a perpetual back ſliding ? they bold faſt decent, they 
refeſe to remrn. v.6, 1 hearkgned and heard, but they 1 no 
aright ; 10 man repented bim of his wickedneſs, ſaying , [19 AVE 
/ ned a bra thrueth to his courſe as the borſe ruſbeth into the 
bartel. v.7. Tea, the Stork, in the Heaven knoweth her appointed 
times , and the Turtle, andthe Crane , andthe Syallow 0b/erve the 
rime of their coming ; but my People know not the prnes hors 
Lord. Iſa. 4t.1;. Who among you wil groe earto thu? who wnl 


hearken and btar for the time to come? v.24. Who gave Facob for 
4 ſpoil and Iſrael to the robbers? did net the Lord, He , agaat 
whew we have fianed? for they would not walk, in his ways, neaher 
I 3 were 
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were they obedient to bis Law v.25, Therfore bebath paxredapon hin 
the firry of bis anger , and the ftrength of batel; andy hath ſer bus 
rownd about , yet he knew not; andit burned bim yet be laidiit 
wot to beart. Lev. 26. 14. Batif you wil not bearken ta me, and wil 
net do all theſe Commandements; v.15. xAndif jt ſhaldeſpiſe my 
Statutes , or if your ſoul abbor my Tudgments , ſo that yewilluut do © 
all my Commandements, but that ye break, my Covenant : v.16. 1 
alſo wil do this wnto you, 1 will even appoint over youurerror , con- 
ſumption, and the wg-Ague ; that [ball conſume the eyes, & 
cane ſorrow of heart: and ye ſnall ſow your ſeedinvam, for your 
enemies ſhal tat it. v.17. eAnd I will ſet my fact againſt you, and 
J* ſhallbe ſlain before your enensies : they that bate you ſhallreign ever 
you, andye ſball flee when none p#rſueth you, v. 18, eAndifyonwil 
not yer for all this bearken unto me, then 1 wil puniſh you ſeven times 
more for your fins. v. 19. eAnd I wil break the pride of your 
er; and 1 will make your Heaven as Tron and your Earth as 
Braſſe: v. 10. eAnd your ftrength ſhall be ſpent invain; for your 
Land ſhall not yeeld her increaſe , neither ſball the Trees of the Land 
. yeeld their fruuts. v. 21. And if ye walk comrary unto me, and 
w-ll not bearhen anto me, 1 will bring ſeven times more plagues upon 
you," according to your fins. v. 22. 1 will alſo ſend wilde beaſt 
among you, which ſhall rob you of your children, and deſtroy your 
catrel, aud make you few in , «nd your bigh waits ſball be 
deſolate. v.23. And if yau will not be reformed by theſe things , but 
will walk, contrary unto me: v.24. Then will I alſo walkcomtrary 
wnto you , and will puniſh you yet ſeven times for your fins. Y.2 5. 
And 1 will bring a ſword wpon you , that ſhall avenge the quarrel of 
my Covenant : and when you are gathered together within your (ies , 
I will ſend the peftilence among you ; and ye ſhull be delivered int the 
hand of the enemy. v.16. And when T have broken the ſtaff of your 
bread , ten women ſhall bake your breadin one oven, and they ſuall de- 
liver you your bread again by weight ; and ye ſhall eat and wot be ſatir 
fied. v. 27. And if yow will not for all this hearken wnto me, but 
walk, contrary wnto me: v.28. Then I wilwalk contrary unto you 
alſo in fary; and I, even 1, will chaſhiſe you ſeven times for your 
ſus. v. 29. And ye ſhall eat the fleſh of your ſons, andthe fleſh of 
your daughters ſoall ye eat, v.z0. And Þ will deſtroy your ugh 

plaves, and cnt down your Images, andcaſt your carcaſe: wpon 


Car» 


(91) 
carcaſes of your Idols , and my ſoul ſball abbor v. 31. Auds 
will make your Cities waſft , and bring your unto deſola- 
tion, and 1 will not ſmell the ſavour of your ſuect Odenrs. v.12. 
nd I will bring the Land into deſolation ; and your enemies which 
dwell thertin ſhall be aſtoniſhed atit. v.31. Aud 1 willſcattey you 
| among the Heathen , axd will draw ont a ſword after you; and your 
«|: Lund ſbylbe deſolate, and your Cricswaſte. v. 34. Then ſhall the 
Land enjoy her Sabbaths as long at it lieth deſolate, and je be in 
your enenues Land; even then ſhall the _— and myjoy hey 
Sabbaths. v. 35. As long asitheth deſolate, it tonfs Tones e 
it did not reſt in your Sabbath; when je dwelt wpon it. v.36. And 
them that are left alive of you , 1 will ſend a faintneſſe into their 
hearts in the Lands of their enemies ; and the ſonnd of a ſhaken leaf 
ſhall chaſe them ; andthey ſhall flee, as fleting from a ſword, and 
they ſhall fall when none purſucth them. v.37. And they ſhall fall 
one upon another a; it were befere a ſword, when none purſueth ; and 
Je ſhall bave no power to ſtand before your enemnies. v, 38. Andye 
ſhall periſh among the Heathen, and the Land of your enennes ſhall 
eat you up. V. 39. And they that are left of you, ſhall pine away in 
their iniquitie in your enemies Lands, and alſoin the inequities of thes 
fathers ſhall they pine away with them. 
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1 Miniſters in the Land; 
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Firſt, ſuch as are before their entry 
4 the eAmſtery.. ; 


| laticall yr Arminian way; whereby their 
b-9- manners; 4/1 wr and 
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and promovidg the ante, 

deviageobe in CHAIST, before-edey'be Tn the 
—_— knowledge and experience 6f 
of the Goſpel in themſclves , before they —_ 
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doc refolving to take up the 
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rnall,corrupe ayes tering tothe Mi- 
iſtery, ſuch as bribing in the time of Prelacie, foliciation 
of friends and the like ; "whereby maty have not 'entered by the 
door, but didclimbup another way. - 

Buering wo the dilatheoy by an im ite,execrable,Canonicalt 


Oath and fubfcription giver to the Prelaty for acknowle 
them, and advancing their corruptions introduced and to be intro- 
duced. _, g* "35 ] 

E tothe Mi wizhourt try receiving ordiria- 
ith ejedle nk - Arc = pack "hams wn 4 ena put 
the Presbyterie, and ſometimes without or againſt the minde of the 
P : KC 


' 4-Entering either only by Preſegtations, of by purchaſed Suppli- 
cations from the pliralit y of the Parachiners, wit bout or againſt the 
————_—— . Parioch. : 

; tothe Minithery. without reſpet :o a Cammiſlion 
Gta eid, by which.k hath come to palle , that many have 


run unſent.. 
Minidtery nt free the love of Chriſtinor from 

ah fem 

7-Some offering themſelves toreyall wichout abilkies ies cnt fudy, 
ing 4p canceal and hide rhair wrakoeſld , by meh p 
and pains of ſome friend and acquaiatence , erouber mens Papers, 
jo jemuflpemrotein yell entfnaaghaadts wand." 
others admitted to the iniſtery , who have little or no aviliry fos 


performing theduriesthmecal | 
. $.Too mycb weighed with inclination tobe called to the Miniſte- 
Fy ina place whete we have catnall relation. 


Thirdly , 
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ne oo want of nearneſſewith him , and 
up little of God in reading, Is 
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which are mo 


about duties , leaſt carefull 
remote from the eyes of men. 

6. Seldomein ecret prayer with God, except to fic for Publick 
| even that tnuch neglefted , or gone about very 
fuperkiciall 

7. Gladtofind excuſes for the negle® ofdur 

8. NegleQiog the reading of Scriptures aig uy ul hos (ain 
our ſclyes as Chriſtians, ret neu 

Miniſters, andoft-cimes 


een DEE: 
nationabtonn, rn 9. Hog evi- 
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Rand ponchlogarirthe beg gud cartel 
wind and, much unacquaintedneſſc 
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becauſe of the fear of 


- » 
a4 


"' x5. Deadnefie of ſpirir after all che ſore! 
16, Little conſcience made of ſecret humiliation and faſting by 
our ſelves apart, and inour Fanities ; that we might mourn for 
our own and the Lands guiltineſle and great back-ſlidings,andlirtle 
applying c<e Cauſts ofpubhckhumilſiarion co our ownhearrs. | © 
17. Finding ofvarown pleaſures, when the Eordcals for hy- 
18. Not laying to heart the'ſad and beavy ſufferings ofthe peo- 
pleof God dad and the not chrfving of the Kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the power of godlineſsamong them. | 
19. Refined hypocrifi , deſiring to appear what indeed we are 
not. 
20,Studying more to learn the language of Gods people nor their 
— Gfing of fo wichour repe feſi 
21, Artificiall confefiing of fin without repentance, elsin 
to declare iniquity, and not reſolving to be fory for ſin. te 
22, Confeſzion in ſecret much lighted, even oftheſe things 
whereof we are convinced, wy 
23- No Reformation after folemmacknowledgments and priva- 
te Vows , thinking our ſelyes exonered after Confeſsion. 
24. Readier to ſearch outand cenſure faults in others; then to 
ſee or take with them in our ſelves. 
2 5. Accounting ofour cſtate and way according to the eftima« 
tion that others have of us. hk. ' "NGC ASLINS 
26. Eftimation ofmen as they agree with or difagree from us. 
27. que So hr ts burpreſatning in our pwn 
ſtrength to go through them unſhaken. © * © NY 
2 Nor ſearning to fear by the falls of gracious rien, nor moutr- 
ning and Praying forthem. | 
29. Not ens deliverances and rods, nor 
ving of them for the honor of God, and adlification of our felvei 
and qthers. | 4D EE Try 
30. Little or no mourning for the corruption of ournartre, 
and leſs groaning under, and longing robe delivered _ 
| that 
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14. Not eſteeming the Crolle of Chii (ergo, $ for his 
wo_ honourable, but rather rot ings from ſelF-love, 


that body of death, the | Be Yoee of alt one arher ori 
Secondly , — waa..." 


ow7 Flock; and other 
Ruitleſs con optnarly ickothen fathe wor 
rather then for 
\ Kirnberhenſr and ufeles diſ- 
courſe, rey ſeeming: TXT the 
3+ Spiricuall purpoſes wats; , when they are 
deguavy 


4. Carnal familiarity with naturall | wicked and menz 
they arc hardened, Fond: of God 


+ nd'we 
"Shri llowſkip 
with theſe by whom we might ofi. 

6, D more coivcith with a char might be rus by 
their parts, t , ſuch as might edifie us by their graces. 

7 mg mp of doing goodroothers. 

., & Shifting yr when. called thereto, 
racher to ome the fame, then we ſhould be putro them 
our ves.” 

9 med of time in' I recreation and paſtimes, and 


then God. 
TIE Diſcourſe with young 
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ient ee elif eiits, my bees 
—__ TE 


— 
(#6) 

\7. Notuling freedom with theſe of ourcharge , and for 
part ſpending our tyme with them in common diſcourſes , not 


tending to Edification. 


18. NegleQting Admonition to friends and others in an evil 
courſe. | 

19. -m——a 1 in laying out ourcondition to others, 

20. Not praying for men of acomrary judgment, bur 6 
ſervedneſle = diſtance from them , being more teady to ſpeak of 
them key guar vc 19 yer ye rare ws , 

2 1. Not weighed with the fallings and mifcarriages of others, 
but rather taking advantage thereof for juſtifying our ſelves. 

22. Talking of, and ſporting at the faults of others, rather 
then compaſlionating of them. 

23. No pains taken in religious ordering of our families, nor 
ſtudying to be Paterns to other Families in the gorernemenc of 
Ours. : 

24. Haſty anger and paſſion in our Families and converſation 
with others. 

2 5. Covetouſneſſe,yorldly mindedneſſe,and an inordinate deſi- 
re after the things of this life, upon which followeth a negle& of the 
Duties of one Calling , and our being taken up for the moſt pare 
wich the things pe ir het ty 

26. Want i ity to the Members of Chriſt, 

27, Not cheriſhing Godliheſle inthe People, and ſome being 
afraid of it, andhatiog the people of God for Piery, andſtudying 
to bear down and quench the work of the ſpirit amongſt them. 


Thirdly in the diſcharge of Miniſterial Duties. Which is frft is 


” 0 regs a1 irit in Miniſteriall Dy- 
ties, which we found at. entry to the Miniſtery, 

2. Great negleR of reading and other p tion , of - 
tian macrly Literal and booki ki of a book, vhick 
hiadereth Communion with. Gad,, ax, preſyming on bygone aſ- 
———— rakes for preparation, a6 whos 
Js ta | | | 
reby.God bs poove ed TO dlalle gov matter ordered and 
worded, 3. Car- 
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Mita for inabling us to preach 


o 


.\1$--In » we pray-more. 

f jr apy or aire rg » not caring what 
'become of the Word, if we be with ſome of aſziſtance car- 
ried on inthe Duty. 

. 6. The matter we bring forth is not ſeriouſly recommended to 
'God by Prayer to be quickened to his 


7. ofPrayer after che Wordis Preached, that it may re» 
ceivethe hut and latter rain ; and chatthe Lord would pur in the 
hearts of his People what we ſpeak to thera in his Name, 
.v.N | of ſnares and Ga in Publick af- 
fairs e ,and too vent and unneceſlary ſpeaking by 
ent ore buſineſle and TranſaQions. ” 
9. Exceeding great negle& and unsilfulneſſe to fer forthihe 
excellencies and uſefulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt , and the New Covenant 
which ought to be the great ſubjet of a Miniſters Study and 
Preaching, | 
x0, Speaking of Cn « 15 T more by hear-lay then from knows 
kedge and experience, or any reall impreſsion of him upon the 
heart. | 
11, The way of moſt Mioiſters Preaching too Legall. | 
12, Want of ſobriety in Preaching the Goſpel , not ſavoutring 


any thing but what is ac; ſotharthe Subſlantials of Religion 
bear but little bulk. 

, 13, Not iog Chriſt in the ſimplicity of the Goſpel,nor our 
ſclyes the ſervants for Chriſt ſake. | | 


14+ Preaching of Chriſt not that the People may know Him 
nw > 0 ts me ? : 
| 15» Preaching anent Chriſts leaving the Land without broken- 
neſſe of heart, orup ſtirring of our ſelyes to take bold of him. - 
- 'n6, Not Preaching with of compaſſion to them who are 
m hazard to peri 
17, ing againſt Publick ſins, neither in ſuch a way nor for 
ſach an end as we ought for the gaining of ſouls, and drawing men 
out of their fins , but rather becauſc it is of our coacernment to ſay 
ſomerhing of theſe evils. \ 
| (be Weruneoin lead efxealy ie hoakingegdiaft Malignant 
AJ. 


. 


19. Not ſtudying ory wr ern ofthe ſouls 
of the people, that we may to chem accordingly, nor 
a particular record thereof, though convinced of | 6A/rvne ap. 
this. | 
20, Not wealing what may be moſt proficable and Edifying, 
and want of wiſedome in applicationto the ſeverall conditions of 
ſouls, not ſo carefull ro bring home the point by application as to 
finde out the Dodtine , novibuakiag the fame with that reverence 
which becomes his Word and Meſſage. 

21. Chooſing texts whereon we have ſomething to fay rather 
then ſuting to the condition of ſouls and times , and frequent pre« 
aching of the ſame things that we may not be putto the pains of 
new 4 gs ws 

22. Sucha way ing, Preaching an er as us in 
theſe Duties further from Go D. P Þ hors 

2 3. Too ſoon (ſatisfied in the diſcharge of Duties, and holding off 
chall enges withexcuſes, _ 

24» my =. qu bodie, andwaſting much time idlely. 

25- Too much eying our owncredite and applauſe, and being 
taken with it, when we get it, aud unſatisfied when it is 
wanting. 

26. Timorouſneſle in delivering Gods Meſlage , letting people 
dye in reigning ſins without warning. 

27. Voguinelle and pride of heart becaufe the Lord fulfilled our 
wordinthe year 1648. 

28. Raſh ſpeaking in the Name of the Lordin reference to the 

ſuccelle of our Armies of late. 
' 2g. Studying the diſcharge of Duties, ratherto free our ſelyes 
from cenſure, thento os our ſelvesto God. 

zo. Shifring to in places where we were forthe time for 
fear of diſpleaſing, in this time of Publick backſliding and rriall. 

1, Not making all the Counſell of God known to his People, 
and particnlarly nor giving teſtimony in times of defeQion. 

z2. Notſtudyirg coprofire by our own dodtrine, northe doo- 
Rriae of others. 

33- For moſt part preaching, as we our ſelyes were not 

con. 
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c 
36. Unfaithfull diſcharge of Miniſteriall Duties in attendingthe 
Atmies. 
r nn bur HS 
t pains in' our preparation to to our of- 
dar heares , ande> wilds to whom we hay, aver our 


. 38. Not making the Miniſtery a work in earneſt as athing to 
Cs Fwnare A makes much lazineſs _ 
fruitfulneſs, doing duties ex officio , not ex conſcitntia officis , ra- 
ther to diſcharge our Calling nor our i 


Secondly, Inthe Adminiſlr ation of Saer aments, 

'T 1. In Baptiſme. 5 ClRIer" MP 
Ittle minding in our (elves , or ſtirring up;ot ot to minde 
the obligation that lyes on us n= by the Coyenant 

I hee _ 

| - 2. Nor inſtruſting Parents int » not them 
with their promiſe given at the Baptizi err, = nor 
trying what pains they have taken exper. hoo the ſame, 

3. Being very ſuperficiall and formall in the adminiſtration of 

this Ordinance. 


Thirdly, In the Adminiſtration of the Lords Supper. 


Dmicring of mixt multitudes to the Lords Table , not ſepars- 
ting betwixtthe pretious and the vile. 

2. with poor and rich, in admitting to, or ſul- 
the Lords Table. 


Aehrae Ar abiect bright kinds; with 
cagbngnore lt re att Ki | 


i: $53 whenthar aQion is by- that we have a vacan- 
calm mer daties far atime, 11} 
. Lictle w with God to havethe People prepared for 


its Se of it by our ſelves and others taken 
aVaI þ 
, wee rr gr Gck; if they 
ligent, TEE y the fic they be poo 
NIS=n exdogly when Gates, if they be rich and. 7 
betrernote, we go oftner, and un 
2. Ao knovinghew co ſpeak with thecongue.oftheLearoed a 


word in ſeaſon to the weary and exerciſed in conſcience y nor to: 
ſuch asare under the loſſe of husband, wife, children, or 
goods, for the improving of theſe tryals to their ſpiritiall advan-' 


tage, nortod rſons. 
= In -*> 1; eee or ſhunning to goto ſuch as we eſs! 
teem graceleſle, +] 4 
4- Not viſiting the People from houſe to houſe, nar praying 1. 
with them at fit opportunities, 
4. in Catechion #. 
I and negligent in A ; 
2. Nor preparing our hearts bes, nor wreſtling A 
with God fora bl toit, c of the ordinarineſs, and ap- 
prehended eaſineſs ofit ; whereby the Lords Name is much taken 


in vain, and che People little profited. 'T' 
. Looking on that Exerciſe as a work below us, and notcda- ; 
deſcending to ſtudy a right and profitabl way of inſtructing the 
Lords Peo 
4- Partial in Catechiſing, paſſing by theſe that are richand of 
better quality , though many of ſuch and ordinarly in great necd 


of inſtrution. b 
5- Not waiting upon and following the ignorant, but paſſionat- 
ly upbraiding ofthe ofcen. rs : 


Is Ruling and Diſcipline. ffa>r1 
tw, Ne rae of this Ordinance of Glarch-Cenſres . 
for gaining af ſouls , but turning itinameer Gil oo 


+ with Grace aſwel as Gifts, riot v 
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ces of Jeſus Chriſt, carrying our ſelves intoo fi 
men of this wotld. 

2, Partiality in adminiſttation of Cenfures with reſpe& of per- 
ons, nor ſig the like fc redoen towards igh ad low, fob 
and fremd. 


were perſwaded Chriſtdid notloole: and of late turning profeſ- 
ay > cance into a State engine for men to ſtep unto prefer- 


ment and rages. 7 a employments. 
5. Fol hides peadins with the higheſt Cenſures of 
or nocare to hold ther up ro/God, 
is 4 


the Kirk, with 
6. Want of compaſlien to theſe on whom Diſplin 
ſed, not laboring to conviace theta of fin , 
vich n—_—_ of zeal threatning - yn 
"of gy en uchcd ro 
ſinful, an 


'M _ , one another, 
at times appoigred for thar nd m Norms. and Synods, 
and negle&t of faithful freedom and love in performing thac 


d 
'L ' Admiteing of men' to the M 


who werenor 

ordof 
throne, bepoy torn 
evils. 


Conſticutions of this mates wa 
which hath been the fountain 
' 0g. Great unfaithfulneſs in bringing in,and holding realy 
puts OTARP Tem Cenſores off unfaithful men. 
10, Unfaithfulneſs in giving Teſtimonials and Recommenda- 
upon Teſtimonials meerly negative, 
s and Seodenrs ofDiviniry. 
offuch men as are known to be i» 
LINENS —— 
þ cage; 
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Elders, and to ſtir them up to their duty, 


14- Not our ſelves in Judicatories and other wayes to- 


ward Ruli as towards Brethren, andjoyat O in 
the Lord. +40 


ing way in Debates , nor making ap- 
plication to God of his mind in things debated , be- 
fore they paſsin a concluſion. 


17. Wearying to hearmen fully. who repreſent their doubts, 
and to weigh all the Arguments that can be repreſented for the ne- 
gative, before the affirmative be concluded. ' 

13, Toogreat animolities in Judicatories , eyenabout matters 
of ſmall weight, | go. "a. 

19. Pride, impatience and ineſs of ſpirit, not ſayin 
on others > our debatesand concluſions , which 
it comesto pals that we judge raſhly of precious men; and alienat1- 
tion of affections ſteals in and is entertained. 

20, Haſty concluding of As & preſling obedience thereto 
without convincing grounds holden forth from Scripcure far ſatiq- 

21. Silence in Aſſemblies when unſatisfied , being carried by 
the authority ofmen , and-too much following other mens lighe 
and ſuppreſling their own, 

22. Making Votes ſubſcryient to the humors of men and huma- 
— ome Ads and Conſt) 

23. Some altogether negleAing who A ite 
tions of Aſſemblies, and >. canye_Jn ver Ads ora 

24 Too birterexpreſſions againſt Adverſaries in Pa- 
pers and Sermons, for eſhewing reproaches, whereof there is no 
Luic bur icrication, 25. A- 
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wo wrord< wer veg aces 
eſted and without care of providing rhem thereafter, = 
In rel ation 10 the Publick, 


N Or ſtudying the controverſies ofthe time , that we tight 
be enabledto hold forth light, and convince gain ſayers 
of rhe truth. | | | 

2. Not fearing to meddlein matters too high for us, and defir- 
irg to be taken notice of, more then to be ſtedable in the Publick, 

3- Following of Publick buſſineſs, with roo much negle&t of 
our Flocks, 

Following of Publick buſſineſs with much pride and paſſion, 

loftineſs of ſpirit upon carnel principles and deſire to be eſtee- 
med of, rather then true zeal toJeſus Chriſt and his matters , and 
wich lictle or no prayer. 

. Superficial admirting of all to the Covenanrs ,and ſolemn 
Acknowledgment, without taking ſufficient pains ro inftruQ and 
inform them in ——, contained therein, 

6. Being oo mental for | " 
> he al zeal againſt eneaiics,cooling in ous 24 
enemy asit is increalt again another, © 7 2 

$8. Much repioing atthe judgments of God upontheLandfrom 
carnal reſpedts, and transferring the cauſes of the wrath off our (e- 
yes upon others. | +7 


Too eaſic ſatisfied in ſuch things as might tend 1- 
dice of Chriſt integeſt , lobes  Foaſeqotatces 69h) 9 
lutions more by reſpe& to our ſelves, then to his honor, 
10, Agrecing to reecive the King to the Covenant bra 
writing, without any apparent evidencesof a real change of Pria- 
ciples 


11, Not uſing freedom in ſhewing what we were convinced, 
was ſinful in reference to the late Treaty with the King, butgoing 
on therein when we were nor fatiofied ba our conſciences for fear 
of reproachand of being miſtaken, * * * 


12. Sh 


: 
” 


ebogta Fig met a Declaration to the world, whi- 
tear evidences that he bad no real convidtion of 
the rented. woe therein. 

14. Too much deſiring to lark upon by tnds, when called to 
* givea Teſtimony. 

/ 15, Not'bearing Teſtimony againſt Pablick Defeftionsin a 
right and ſpiritual way, 

16. Unofaichfulneſs in bearing burden with chem , whom the 
Lord raiſed upto be his witneſles againſt tbe publick backflidings, 
omitting ro'bear Teſtimony our ſelves v reſpectivand li 
ke warmaels in adheziyg to publick Teſtimonies tA. given. 


A Poſtſcri pr. 
Which could not be gotten printed, 


oF Þ5 foregoing cauſes of Gods wrath being on ſevctall dayes of 
folemne Humiliation Jaid out & confelled before the Lord, 
wethought fit to lubjoine. hete ſonic gther cauſes of our late Hu» 
millation z as 

2, The lare deelinitig of the Land by conlentidg & Engagidg 
aritb the pablick aQtings 6f the preſent Powers , ſo contrary tothe 
Corenants, & ſo muchprejudicial to Religion & libercies, - | * 

2+ The defetion of diverſe , who are accounted religious , ſrom 
nfl princens, unto Separation, & other Errours of the ti- 


5+ The Ulurpation & Carthage bfthe preſent pretended Alcin- 


y. TheEiglith their great Pncraachments, upon cheLibertiesof 
this Church. * 

5- Thatthepromiſed Converſion of His Ancient people of the 
ewes may.be haſtencd. 

6: That the Lord may make our preſent reſolutions for refor- 
mibg our ſelves , our Eldecſhips & people effeual , and may bleſs 
or Endeavours rothis parpole. 
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